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1A. King Hui of Liang: Part One RBEE 


1A:1. Opening Question to Mencius 
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mt Reet EAL, &. Fie TEM, ONSAUFISE. mPAAL EM OAA, PACHRMER £ 
A. WMA, KARA, MOIS A. EAR, (DAB, EL PACER, MBER, Be CRE 
PrFIZ AR, FIZ, RH. DAF ZA, BPR. TRA. FBRBR, WHR ICA, BER 
Ik, AWA th, RARMBA AH EISACEMER, MYAFAI, 


[ 


Mencius went to see King Hui of Liang. The King said: “My good man, since you haven't thought one thousand /i too far to come and 
see me, may I presume that you have something with which I can profit my kingdom?” 

Mencius said: “Why must you speak of profit? What I have for you is humaneness and fairness, and that's all. If you always say 
‘how can I profit my kingdom?’ your ministers will ask, ‘how can we profit our clans?’ The elites (shi) ' and the common people will ask: 
‘How can we profit ourselves?’ Superiors and inferiors will struggle against each other for profit, and the country will be in chaos.” 

“In a kingdom of ten thousand chariots, the murderer of the sovereign is usually from a clan of one thousand chariots. In a 
thousand-chariot kingdom, the murderer of the sovereign is usually from a clan of one hundred chariots. Now, to have a thousand in ten 
thousand, or one hundred in a thousand is not a small number. But if you put justice last and profit first, no one will be satisfied unless 
they can grab something.” 

“There has never been a humane man who neglected his parents, and there has never been a just man who put his prince last in his 


priorities. King, can we not limit our conversation to humaneness and justice? Why must we discuss profit?” 


1A:2. The Marvelous Pavilion 


mot WERE, SAL, RARE. AL ROMA. HAL Reel, ARAMA, A 
Sein, PP, ‘MARRS, MaZeZ. RAZ, FARCZ. Maa, RRR, “ECE SEIS], FER, REE 
Weve, FRESE, “E7ESEA, PSY ° MEVRABSRY. MRE, HRSARS, BRA A, 
Se A BEREARM, TZ ASRS, ESR, GBA, RPA SH. PREC. ° RASUZ RC BA Sen 


Fav, “eRe eeak, 


When Mencius went to see King Hui of Liang, he was standing over his royal lake, watching the geese and deer. The King said: “Shall 
the Worthy also enjoy this kind of thing?” Mencius replied: “After one is truly worthy he can enjoy this kind of thing. The unworthy, 
even if they have it, will not really enjoy it. The Book of Odes says: 


He measured and commenced work on the marvelous pavilion. 
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He measured it and started it, 

The people worked hard on it 

[He told them] ‘Don't hurry in the work!’. 

But all the people came like children to their parent. 
When the King was at his wildlife preserve. 

All kinds of deer lay down at ease, 

Well-fed, with a glossy sheen to their fur. 

The cranes were bright white. 

When the King was at his marvelous lake, 


It was alive with jumping fish 


King Wen, using the strength of the people built a pavilion and a lake, and the people delighted in this. They called his pavilion the 
Marvelous Pavilion, and they called his lake the Marvelous Lake, and they enjoyed the deer, fish, and turtles that were kept there. The 
ancients were able to enjoy things together with their king. It was because of that that it was enjoyable. The Report of Tang says: “When 
will this Sun 7 see its demise? I will die together with you.” The people wanted to die together with him. Even though you have a pavilion 


and lake with birds and animals, how can you enjoy these by yourself? 


1A:3. Exerting his Mind 


REAL RAZA, seb BR, TAA, AUB RENADR, BINT, TARAIIKAS, See Bd iz Be, 
PERUSE ZA, BZ RRND, SERCZRARINS. (tH. 

m PAL “ERR Ga, HZ, SEP, MRE, AMIE, + 
PARAS. HIMATZO. 

AL AF), BREYER, IE, AL ERI, ARR CSR, Me RB, Be 
ARATE, FRB PBR Et, FRR ALLR, PEAR ABSA, AES TRE, PRN IB, ee 
AG TR OE ENR, ZEAL TEER. FEV hath, 

TZ, BZ, PRK, Ee Ze. RR, CTSA RAR, AMZ, We 
Re, BC ZAC AT ARERR ER, EEE ZA CUE ZR, MAA RARER, CTAKARA, RRR 
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King Hui of Liang said: “I exert my whole consciousness towards my people. When there is disaster in He-nei, I move the people 
to He-dong and bring grain to He-nei. When there is disaster in He-dong, I do likewise. ° Now, if you look at the government in 
neighboring kingdoms, there is no one who is as dedicated to his people as I. Yet why is it that the people don't move from other states 
and come to mine?” 

Mencius replied: “Your majesty, you like war, right? Let me make an example with war: The drummers have psyched the soldiers 
into the battlefield and the battle is engaged. Some soldiers throw off their heavy armor and flee, dragging their weapons. One fellow 
runs a hundred paces and stops. Another runs fifty paces and stops. What would you think if the one who ran fifty paces laughs at the one 
who ran a hundred?” 

The King said: “No way. Even though he didn't run a hundred paces, he still ran.” 

Mencius said: “If you realize this, then you shouldn't expect people to move to your kingdom. If you don't interfere with the 
timing of the farmers, there will be more grain than can be eaten. If fine-mesh nets are kept out of the ponds and lakes, there will be more 
fish and turtles than you can eat. If loggers are regulated in their woodcutting, there will be more wood than can be used. When there is 
more grain, more fish and turtles than can be eaten, and more wood than can be used, the people will nourish the living and mourn the 
dead without resentment. Nourishing the living and mourning the dead without resentment is the beginning of the road to true kingship.” 

“Tf mulberry trees are planted around homesteads of an acre, then people fifty years old can be clothed in silk. If, in the raising of 
fowl, pigs, dogs, and swine, their breeding times are not missed, then people seventy years old can eat meat. If you do not upset the 
farming schedule in a farm of twenty acres, then a large clan will never be hungry. Pay careful attention to education, basing it on the 
fairness of filial piety and respect for elders, and the gray-haired people will not be in the streets carrying heavy burdens on their backs. 
There has never been a case where the people of seventy were eating meat and the common people * were free from cold and hunger, 
where the king was not well regarded.” 

“But [in your kingdom], dogs and swine eat the people's food, and you don't control it. People are dying of starvation in the streets 
and it doesn't occur to you to distribute grain from the storehouses. People die, and you say: ‘It's not my fault; it was a bad harvest.’ How 
is this different from stabbing a man to death and saying, ‘It wasn't me, it was the knife.’ If you would stop placing the blame on bad 


harvests, all of the people in the country would come to you.” 
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King Hui of Liang said: “I would like to quietly receive your advice.” 

Mencius said: “Is there any difference between killing a man with a stick or a sword?” 

The King replied: “No difference.” 

Mencius said: “Is there any difference between doing it with a sword and doing it with government?” 

“No difference” was the reply. 

Mencius said: “There are loads of fat meat in your kitchen and fat horses in your stables, while the people have gaunt appearances, 
and those in the countryside are dying of starvation. Animals are even eating people. Now, men despise animals who feed on each other. 
And you say you want to be ‘the parent of the people.’ But in the actual handling of your government, you cannot even prevent animals 
from feeding on men. How can you be regarded as a ‘parent of the people?’” 

“Confucius said: ‘Isn't it true that the first fellow who made wooden images for burial with the dead had no posterity?’ This is 


because he made images of men and used them for such a purpose. What memory shall there be of the man who made his people die of 


starvation?” 


1A:5. 2_E: War with Jin 


RPREAL SAL KERR, Bort, RRAZH, RBM. RPE, Rta, HR 
48, FASS, GRC SZ ez AT BY, 


King Hui of Liang said: “As you know, venerable sir, there is not a stronger state in the country than Jin. Since they attacked me, we have 


also lost on the east to Qi, where my eldest son died. On the west, we have lost several hundred /i of territory to Qin and on the south we 
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do it?” 


m PA, HOM AE, ERC BOR, eMail, Tete, Ceiba RR ther AB SSE Ma, ALA 
SECSCoL, HDS Be i, FY Ai rl RE DARE AE ZB FA ll ER 


Mencius replied: “A territory one hundred /i square is enough to constitute a viable kingship. Your majesty should give a humane 
government to the people; be careful in punishing crime; make the taxes light; plow the fields deeply and hoe them well. Then all the 
strong and healthy people can in their leisure time cultivate filial piety, sibling affection, loyalty and sincerity. If they do this, then when 
they are at home they can serve their fathers and elder brothers, and when they are out in the world they can serve their elders and 
superiors. These people will be able, with [only] sharpened sticks, to give a beating to Qin and Chu with their hard armor and sharp 


weapons. ” 


iat 


FR, EvemiEZ, KeeSlehk, mk 


BAL RIRR, PEAR BREE SORE, SOBRE, SLASZE PRR. Rie wad 
Al. are, Ene. 


“Those rulers snatch the people at the times of cultivation, such that they are unable to do the plowing and hoeing which is 
necessary to support their parents. Mothers and fathers are cold and hungry; older and younger brothers, wives and children are separated 
and scattered. In this way these rulers trap and bury their own people. If you, King, would go and chastise them, who will oppose you? 


Don't doubt the ancient proverb: ‘The Humane man has no one to oppose him.’ King, please don't doubt this!” 


1A:6. King Xiang of Liang 
iT RR, HH. BAA, SRW, TLR. AE, KORE, 


Mencius had an audience with King Xiang of Liang. When he came out, he said to some people: “When I saw him at a distance, he did 
not look like a king, and when I approached him, there was nothing to be in awe of. Abruptly he asked me: ‘How can the situation of the 


Central Kingdom be settled down?’” 


SHA ER. BE Z. BEL AMAA, SURE. 


“T answered: ‘It can be settled down by unification.’” 
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“T replied: ‘He who does not like killing men can unify it. 
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999 


“He asked: ‘Who has the power to grant someone this ability?’” 


WAL RPRASE, EMR C/A Cia, Altea, PAPE, TAP, RUA, 


fe, PUREE, SRA PLA. RANBRAS HH MANBRAR, HARP CRESS ZR, we 


Hh, Papa Z. FAZER, WPS HEREBE Z. 


“T answered again, saying: ‘There is no one in the land who would not grant it. Do you know anything about farming? During the 


seventh and eighth months it gets dry and the plants wither. The heavens gradually gather clouds, and when there is a sudden downpour 


of rain, the plants come vibrantly to life. Your situation being like this, who will oppose you? Now, among those who are leaders in this 


country, there are none who dislike killing men. If there were one who disliked killing men, all the people in the country would stick their 


necks out merely to get a glimpse of him. If you were really like this, the people would come to you like water running downhill. Who 


could oppose you?’” 


1A:7. King Xuan of Qi 


AP ERA PCS AGE. PHA, Heche, BBS, DR TR BZ 


i, FELL, HEF. 


King Xuan of Qi asked: “Can give me your analysis of what happened between Duke Huan of Qi and Duke Wen of Qin? >” 


Mencius answered: “None of Confucius' disciples talked about Huan and Wen, so nothing was transmitted down to later 


generations, and so we haven't heard anything. Since I can't talk about them, how about discussing kingship?” 


A. 72 {eR All Ay LAE Ze, 


A. RRM E. RZ Ree, 


The king said: “What kind of qualities are necessary for real kingship?” 


Mencius said: “If you become a king by taking care of the people, no one can oppose you.” 


A. AAR. AIRE, AL A, A fT Hh, 


The king said: “Is someone like me capable of taking care of the people?” 
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Mencius said: “Sure.” 


The king said: “How do you know that I can?” 


A, RBZ AE, EME, Waa ERS. BL eZ, BE ISDE ER, Be, 
ARALIUE, RRTTAIEHL, SL, PRUE, TATA, DIES, SBA. 


“T heard this story from Hu He: He said you were sitting up in the main hall and a man walked past the lower part leading an ox. 
You saw this and asked: ‘What are you doing with the ox?’ He replied: ‘We are going to consecrate a bell with its blood.’ You said: ‘Let it 
go—lI can't stand to see the agony on its face, like that of an innocent person going to execution!’ The man then answered: ‘Shall we 
forget the consecration of the bell?’ You said: “How can it be forgotten? Substitute it with a sheep!’” 


Mencius then added: “I don't know if this is a true story.” 


A, AZ A, @DRUDER, FHESUER SH, BAAE ZEA, 


The king said: “It is.” 


Mencius said: “If you possess this kind of mind, you are capable of true kingship. The people all accused you of being cheap, but I 


am convinced that you really could not stand the sight of the ox.” 


EAL RR. ake ee, PRUE RD. ETE —AP, BIR a, ESR REE, HIE Cth, 


The king said: “You are right. Yet the people really did think I was being cheap. But the truth is, even though Qi is a fairly small 
kingdom, how could I begrudge a lousy ox? I really couldn't stand to see the fear in its face, like that of an innocent man going to his 


execution. That's why I changed it for a sheep.” 


AL EPR PR EWECUER BH, W)AK, BRARALZ, TSN RESE oe, HIER. ERA 
mem bak, FIP MA ZAR, BPE Za Hh, 


=| 
SFE 


Mencius said: “You should not think it strange that the people thought you were stingy. You changed a large animal for a small 


one, so how could they know your real motivation? If you were really pained at its innocently going to execution, what's the difference 


between an ox and a sheep?” 


The king laughed and said: “What was I really thinking? But I didn't change it because of the expense—no wonder the people 


have called me cheap!” 
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Mencius said: “You have not done wrong. What you did was an act of humaneness. You saw the ox, but had not seen the sheep. 
When it comes to animals, if the Noble Man has seen them while alive, he cannot stand to watch them die. If he hears their screams, he 


cannot stand to eat their meat. Therefore he stays away from the kitchen.” 


ERMA, HB. HAA, FNBEZ. RF CAH, KRKIITZ, RMRZ. KGL, RES. RDA 
Bek. Hob ZAR ER (Tt, 


The king was pleased and said: “It is said in the Book of Odes: ‘People have their minds, I fathom them.’ What you have just said 
is exactly what happened with me. But when I sought within myself, I couldn't really see my own motivations. As you have shown me, 


there is compassion in my heart, but how can this be sufficient for kingship?” 


A. AREA, GAGE, MRED, RK S ZR, mR Be Barz. A 
BG. SREUR BR, MARBR AWE, Tol, AME, BR BL, RS. 
WEA SLR, Ta BRS. MERE Bisth, JERE 


Mencius said: “Suppose someone said this to you: ‘I am strong enough to lift six hundred kilos, but not strong enough to lift a 
feather; my eyesight is sharp enough to scrutinize the tip of autumn down, but I cannot see a wagon load of firewood. Can you go along 
with this?’” 

“Of course not.” 

“Then isn't it quite odd that your compassion reaches to animals, but not down to the people? If the single feather is not lifted, it is 
because your strength is not used, and when the wagon-load of firewood is not seen it is because your vision is not used. The people's not 
experiencing your care is because your compassion is not used. Therefore your majesty's lack of true kingship is because of a lack of 


effort, not a lack of ability.” 


| 


Al, Nise SL RE ZIP ASR, A, BRAID AGHE, GRA, RABE, EMRE, BRAGA A Fe 
ARAB. we th, JER AEH, BCE ZAR, JERCAR IUD EZ ARE, TBC, 


The king asked: “Can you clarify the difference between non-effort and inability?” 
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Mencius replied: “If it is the case of taking Mt. T'ai under your arm and leaping over the North Sea with it, and saying: ‘I am 
unable’, then this is true inability. If it is the case of snapping a branch off a tree for an elder and you say ‘I am unable,’ this is non-effort, 
it is not inability. Thus, your majesty's not having a kingly hold over the people is not in the category of taking Mt. Tai under your arm 


and leaping over the North Sea.” It is the type of not breaking a branch. 


EEE URAZENEH, URKZHAK PERE, we. WARE. BTU, DURA, SSP 
mM, BERR DUH, BERR REF. TZ ART KAS. BELT ES Mm AR, 


If you take care of you own elders, the common people will do the same for their elders. If you are kind to your young, the 


common people will be kind to their young—you will hold the kingdom in the palm of your hand. The Book of Odes says: 


His example affected his wife. 
It reached to his brothers, 
Such that he could manage 


His clan and his state. 


This means that if you just extend your heart to all others, and extend your compassion, it will be enough to take care of all those in the 
continent. If you do not extend your compassion, you will not even be able to take care of your own wife and children. The Way in which 


the ancients have surpassed all others is none other than this: Their goodness extended through everything they did, and nothing more. 


SAUER BK, MARIA Ea, TS, RE, PAR REE, PARR, IRR, De te, EG BE Z, 
PPA, foc, AER, ARR D EL, 


baal 


“Now your compassion is sufficient to reach to animals, yet lacks the effectiveness to reach the people. Isn't that something? By 
weighing we know what is light and heavy. By measuring we know long and short. All things are like this, and especially the mind, so 
why don't you measure it, king? Nowadays you build up your armaments, endanger your soldiers and officers and instigate trouble with 


other heads of state. Does this give you pleasure?” 


EA. Bo GATE. IFLR SATA ARKH, 


“No, how could I enjoy this? I do it to get what I really want.” 
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A, EZ KeK. AGE ERMAS. A. BIBRA ELLE, IRR ISEL, SIRE ER BBE. 
Beh ERA AS, (RR ETA, EZRE, SeURZ, fEseRpemk FB. wm BRE. A. 
FRAIL Z TAR, PIRIEL. ARR, HRRE, ACP, THR th, DUS ATES. Oa ATA, JSON TR AH 


Mencius said: “What is it that you really want?” 

The king just smiled and kept his mouth shut. 

Mencius continued: “Are all your rich and sweet foods not enough for your taste? Is your wardrobe of winter and summer clothes 
not enough for your body? Or do you not have enough fancy toys to satisfy your eyes? Do you not have enough music to satisfy your 
ears? Or do you not have enough servants and concubines to come before you and serve you? All your ministers can certainly get all 
these things for you, so how can you still want more of these?” 

The king said: “No, I don't want these.” 

“Then it is obvious what it is you really want,” said Mencius, “you want to expand your territory, make vassals of Qin and Chu, 
rule the Middle Kingdom, get control over the outlying tribes. Doing the kinds of things you have been doing to get what you want is like 


climbing a tree to catch fish.” 


EA, Ae E, A. JAATER. MAR. HERE, TER. DORATS. HOSATAK, MPD AIM Z, Rs 
AK. A FIFRIEL A RABE ARK, RICE DES SUBS Fl. FEA Fo PRAIA TDK, SRR YES 
WOR, BaP AT LACE: HEA HA, FIL, PRA ARN, ARTA RE, ERIKA, 


cil 


“Ts it that bad?” 

“Even worse. If you climb a tree to catch fish, even though you won't catch anything, there will be no great calamity. But if you 
completely devote all of you energies to getting what you want in this way, you are sure to meet with disaster.” 

The king said: “Can you explain how?” 

Mencius said: “If there is a war between Zou and Chu, who do you think will win?” 

“Chu will win.” 

“You are right, and that means that you know that a small state cannot go up against a large state, that a few cannot oppose many, 
that the weak cannot contend with the strong. The continental territories of one thousand square /i are nine in number and Qi (your 
kingdom) only makes for one. If with one part you try to subdue the other eight, how is this different from Zou's fighting Chu? Please 


reflect on this essential point.” 
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“Now if you initiate a government based on goodness, all the officials in the realm will want to come to your court; all the farmers 
will want to plow your fields; the merchants will want to store their goods in your marketplaces; all the travelers will want to go by your 
roads, and all the people in the land who are oppressed by their rulers will want to come to you for help. If they feel this way, who will be 


able to stop them?” 


EA, Gib, FABER ER, WARTS, ADA Fe Ra. GAZ, 


The king said: “I am dull-witted, and unable to carry this out. Please help me clarify my will by instructing me. Even though I am 


not so sharp, I will try to do it.” 


Al, AREA, EASE, AR, HIRE TEE, ARE, RR, ORE. ERIS. RBI, 
PHT, ERR. RAC AEC. MRM Al th. 


Mencius said: “Only a shi is able to keep a steady mind without a steady livelihood. If the common people lack a steady 
livelihood, they cannot be secure. If they are not secure, there is nothing they will not do in terms of criminal, depraved and selfish acts. 
For you to follow them up and punish them once they have committed crimes in this situation is entrapment. How could a benevolent 


man rule and at the same time entrap his people?” 


Fen, PAA TH RZ aE, SECRET RR i, AE SEREL, AEM Ze, HE 
ZtEE, Still RZ aE. AR SEC BL, UR ELSE PERRI ATE. AMER SORGEL, FCHER ETI -R HE 
AMA FE AK, 


“Therefore the intelligent ruler will regulate the livelihood of his people so that they have enough to support their parents and their 
own children. In good years they will eat their full, and in bad years they will never starve. After this you can goad them toward the good, 
because they will follow easily. As it stands now, you regulate the livelihood of the people in such a way that they do not have enough to 
take care of their parents or their children. They suffer even in the good years, and in the bad years they cannot escape death. All they can 
do is try to avoid starving to death, all the time fearing that they will not make it. What kind of free time will there be to cultivate 


Propriety and fairness?” 
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“Tf you really want to bring this about, you'd better get back to the basics. If mulberry trees are planted on plots of one acre, people 
in their fifties can wear silk. If you do not pull the men away for battle during the breeding times of your livestock, people in their 
seventies can eat meat. If the proper planting, cultivation and harvesting times are not missed, the family of eight that lives off a twenty- 
acre farm will not go hungry. Pay careful attention to education, teaching the fairness of filial piety and fraternity, and the gray-haired 
will not be seen in the streets carrying heavy burdens on their backs.” 

“There has never been a case where the elderly wore silk and ate meat, and the black-haired people suffered from neither hunger 


nor cold, where the kingship was not genuinely respected.” 


1B. King Hui of Liang: Part Two 2 #3 = F 
[1B:10] 


Preliminary note: Qi attacked the state of Yan in the northwest in the autumn of 315 BCE. Yen's prince, a weakling, had 
resigned his throne to his prime minister, and great confusion ensued, so that the people welcomed the appearance of the 
troops of Qi and made no resistance to them. Kuang Chang, the friend of Mencius mentioned in 4B:30 and 3B: 10 led the Qi 
armies. The king and Heir Apparent of Yan were both killed. 


ite oom El, eR. ERR, SRA. A eee. BTA. Eee AIBRRREY. 
(HA. FREER. ESBS. Aim. SRE. A. BAF AE SEH, Berea ee. 
Al. $2eree. FIRB RSEE. SZ. Bae th. 
Fl. SJGISG. Al. Jee, Go eee, FM. A. RRA. A Ge ee ER ee . A. RHR. 
Panhet =. 
SEREMIL, AVES, SRa2S. SRBSAMASH, SEZs, AMMERKSMIMH. LQPMAR. 
SETHI. STEMI GEMEERSE. AGRO, SREMATEED. SELTRM, LEME, 
RQFMAR. TBAT wHAN. LER RR. 
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Qi attacked Yan and conquered it. King Xuan of Qi said to Mencius, “Some say I should occupy Yen and some say I shouldn't. For 
a major kingdom to overcome another major kingdom of approximately equal strength and do it within fifty days is beyond just the 
manpower of the conquering army. If I do not occupy Yen, I may experience some bad fate; but what will happen, on the other hand, if I 
occupy it?” 

Mencius replied, “If you occupy it Yen and its people are really happy, then do so. In ancient times King Wu had this experience. 
If you try to occupy it and its people are against you, then you shouldn't occupy it. In ancient times King Wen had this experience.” 

“When a major power attacks another and its armies are greeted by the people with gifts of food, etc., how could there be any 
other reason except that they are trying to get out of awful circumstances under their own ruler? But if, on the other hand, the people see 
you as a greater evil than their own dictator, they will never stop their resistance.” 
[1B:11] Qi, having attacked Yan, occupied it. The surrounding states began to plan to come to the aid of Yan. King Xuan of Qi said, “The 
surrounding powers are planning to attack me. How should I deal with them?” 

Mencius replied, “I have heard of a king with only seventy square /i ruling the whole land—that was Tang. But I have never heard 


of a King with a thousand square /i (like you) having to be in fear. The Book of History says:” 


When Tang first began his war of punishment, he started with (the kingdom of) Go. The whole world believed in him, and so 
as his campaign went east, the tribes of the west became impatient, and as he went south, the tribes of the north became 


impatient. They all said: “Why does he liberate us last?’ 


The people waited for him the way we wait for rain after a long drought. The merchants continued their buying and selling 
and the farmers carried on their farming. (When he came to conquer,) Tang punished their rulers, but took care of the 
common people. He was like the much-needed rainfall and the people were happy. Again, the Book of History says: “We 


await our King. When he comes, all will be restored.” 


Now the prince of Yen was a tyrant, and you went and punished him. Yen's people thought you were saving them from oppression 
and they greeted your army with gifts of food. But now you murder Yen's family, chain up his younger relatives, destroy the ancestral 
temples and rob people's treasures. How can you expect them to take this? 

The world may fear your power, but if you keep trying to expand your influence and do not practice Humane government, the 
armies of the rest of the land will rise up to oppose you. You must issue orders at once to release the captives and stop the looting. Confer 


with the people of Yen. Appoint a ruler for them and then get out of there. Then those who are capable of hurting you will not attack. 
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DASE, SRL RA, BRS, HRP P, RSH, 


Bo RRR, WER. 
EA, KRER, RAVAR, BAH. 
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4 
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FEI-BMRRE ZR, RR EZRt, 


3.3. (2.4) 
RS ERRTRSS, ER. BAPE, ETHAA. A. ARR RIFE ER, 


7*MSIMFIE EA, FES REM ELECTR, IRE HH. 
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up 


SRR CSR. RISE 
SHER AMRALA, BAER, IRTP. BOR Sim A DALE Ze Eth. 


a 
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Wie ee ELE] ae 
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A, BAK. 


EA, EBC, BA. 
2%, MA 
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mae. UAH, 
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Zt 
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QF IOI 
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EA, BRE. 
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MTF H, 
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HRS, ERE EIN 


He CE ZRII, HETIL, 
Sit HEAL 


Wa PRR A 


Al Fe BRE Ba A ait ZR, 


EATER, WIDER. 
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BR, TIBI E 
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8, ES Rie, FAB. 
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EA, BAAR, 
BRE, 


BX, 


3.5. (2.6) 
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Paes ae eae 


www.acmuller.net/con-dao/mencius.html 


BSR. 


Ao 


AEF IRA, MZ 


Aaa titiek, BTM ATE, eve TEER 
AM, tee, KES 


A. BAAR RAGE. 


BREE, Shoo. 14 
meet, AREAS EC, OMIM Emap fa, BE 


AA. 


BARAT. BUR ARR 


INTE SL RBA 


Fidei, Narita, HEIR Se 
ETL, GERR ET, ile. fait 


Hla fata veth, FE 


pally 
4 


FEAR 
5 BRI 6 Ta SCE BC Hit 
Be Sear. TRY 


TTA AR ARTF 


G38 Pa aF, SB IAIBE FR 


AZ. REA, 


FEE EE, AIR RSE, AURA, 


fe} HE WZ 


16/74 


5/7/24, 10:23 PM 


Al 


Al. 


3.6. (2 


Ean AAEIA HE, ANZ AF. 


USE ZA ARTE 


7) 


, ARN AF 


ae 


Ss ees 


ta SLAF 


BEA, 


Sot a 


AeA 
RG 


AEA TR, DKS 


A, BEE, ROE 


Rm AAT, wake A 
ARF], ZS 


TW] 


RUC, PRR AT AES RAC RE. 


3.7. (2.8) 
HR 
A, BuAROR ATF. 


Al Barn, 


3.8. (2.9) 


ta Lae 


> LJea7ze A 


Ms ft. 


Aran Bla, Fa 
Em Chae AR HTM PZ 
CL. RR BERR 


BE, RAT LAS 
SRL, PBR BURRIS, RRS. 


ay 


BEM, BMtek, REIN, 


BEE aH ZETEC A, 


BA BAZ an th, 


yu 


AE Nees 


Mencius (Selections) = 


ATER Zant, EBLE Rr 


GERI, FT ANE, 


A AME, GAARA Hh, 


ERR FZ LE RS, 


RRA 2 APSARA, DK 


AX 


Ait. ia f¥A. 


ALATA, ARE 
WEA CZ. 


BEA, RES, Boe CAPRA, 


AK, UMS RB EER, KASIM EZ. AEM BRIT SZ 


Ds 
& 


A 


ABR BS HE. HES 


3.9. (2.10) 


wR 


www.acmuller.net/con-d 


MME TBF 


ao/mencius.html 


BE 


Tht 


WEE NIC, BR 


200A 


=A. i 


dae, B 


Ze, HRSA. RPA. 


BIE AA, BEE. DS REE le AmirifivZ. BIE 


] 


AAT MCE, HAN, 


AAT EAM EER, HIM DSR RACE AK, 


= Pee 


17/74 


5/7/24, 10:23 PM Mencius (Selections) &- 


SERIA, BeaSEATER, BOSEAHZ, VF, EZ, AMEE. AA RBI ARR, 
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me NA, GAP a THERM, ME, AA Berth, Seri, BARS 2, EM BA Alle ATS th. 


3.13. (2.14) 
FR SCAMIA, FRAGA bean Zz (ABI AY. 
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Hise. BUSTADALER APA, Rte, BR, AIK AR, HRM, 


3.14. (2.15) 
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2A. Gong Sun Chou (part one) BFRA_E 
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2A:1. RAE 
ARAMA, KEBAB, BI B22, Wet BTA. Fae A, Me, A2TmHeR, 


Gongsun Chou asked: “If you were to handle the government of Qi, would you be able to repeat the accomplishmentss of Guan 


Zhong or Yanzi?” Mencius said, “You are truly of man of Qi: you know about Guan Zhong and Yanzi, and nothing more.” 


RAPA, STR BAR, SRA, SEP ZAR. A, AGT RE PMR, SAAR, 
A MTS PRE EAS RR, TRA, AAU, MT Le ee. 


[Mencius said:] Someone asked Zeng Xi: “Who is superior in terms of character, you or Zi Lu?” Zeng Xi, evidently surprised, 
answered: “Even my father was in awe of him.” The questioner pursued: “In that case, who is superior in terms of character, you or Guan 
Zhong?” Not hiding the displeasure in his face, Zeng Xi said: “How dare you compare me with Guan Zhong? Guan Zhong, once gaining 
the confidence of the ruler, was long entrusted with the full management of the state, yet his achievements were negligible. How can you 


compare me to him?” 


A, eth, PZB, MP. 


[Mencius] said: “Zeng Xi was not willing to be compared to Guan Zhong, and yet you expect it of me?” 


A, BHU. ZUR, APPR ER, 


[Gongsun Chou] said: “Guan Zhong made his ruler supreme; Yan Zi made his ruler famous. Are Guan Zhong and Yan Zi are still 


not fit to be emulated? ” 


, 


A, LAPEER th, 


[Mencius] said: “To make Qi into a real king would be as easy as turning over one's hand.” 


Al, Fite, APR ee, ALL Dice iH, SETA RA, PERSIA AR. RE, JAE, ARK. FS 
ER APR, RISCEAR EEL, 


Gongsun Chou said: “If this is true, lam even more perplexed. Moreover, even the virtue of King Wen, who lived a hundred years 


before perishing, was not fully realized throughout the world. It was only due to the subsequent efforts of King Wu, followed by the 


www.acmuller.net/con-dao/mencius.html 


20/74 


5/7/24, 10:23 PM Mencius (Selections) 


Duke of Zhou, that [the establishment of Zhou] was fully carried out . If you now say being a real king is easy, then cannot King Wen be 


taken as an example? ” 


A, SCRA eth, BRAT. RCA ACER Pi RRAR, ARM, Tite, AK PL Paz 
Ht, ZARA. RA, FEA. ote, A, Re AT. i, EF IEP. BR, Bia, i 


VN FN 


At, FARTA CATR ZH, RHR At, RP, AM CE Be, EE. 


[Mencius] said: “How can King Wen ° be matched? From Tang to Wuding, there were six or seven wise rulers, and the realm was 
indeed based on the Yin ’ for a long time. Having lasted long, it was difficult to change. When Wuding summoned to nobles to court, he 
handled the world as if he were spinning it in the palm of his hand. The interval between Zhou and Wu Ding * was not long, and hence 
the ancient traditions and customs persisted along with good government, which still remained. There were also Weizi, Wei Zhong, the 
prince Bi Gan, Jizi, and Jiao Ge, all of whom were worthy men. They served in turn they served as ministers [to Zhou], and therefore the 
reign did not so readily collapse. There was not a foot of land he did not control, and not a single citizen who was not his subject. Yet 


King Wen arose from a territory of just one hundred square /i, and therefore it was challenging for him.” 


FAS HEA. BRUISE A SEE, RIE, GPA. BU, JAZ Hes Ail Tae 
th, mA ECHR, BENS A, Mee, mR, HR, RRR, (CME, RZ 
HE 


Pt, 


The people of Qi have a saying: “Having wisdom is not as good as taking advantage of the right opportunity. Having a good 
farming equipment ” is not as good as waiting for the right season.” Now, the present time is one in which it would be easy to succeed. 
When the Xia dynasty, the Yin, and the Zhou rose up, none of these upstart had more than a 1,000 li of territory. But Qi [you] have this 
territory. The neighbors are near enough to hear each other's fowl squawking and dogs barking throughout the realm, so Qi certainly has 


the requisite population. Further territory need not be opened up, and new people need not be gathered. If you ran a humane government, 


who could impede you? 


AEA ZEEE, RA GUAT, ROCIRRRE BR. RATER, MARR, WARK 


Now, we have never waited this long for the appearance of a [true] king, and there has never been a worse time than this in terms 


of the people suffering from an oppressive government. It is easy to get the hungry to eat, and the thirsty to drink. 1° 


ALFA. RZ. RETO A 
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Confucius said: “The disseminating of virtue is faster than transmitting orders through the mail.” 


ESL, MCB, RIO, PAARL, WORE AL DUM HELLY, 


If, at the present time, in a state of 10,000 carriages, you were to run a humane government, the people would be as delighted as 


prisoner being released from being hung by his ankles. We are living in a time when a man possessing half the ability of the ancients 


could double their accomplishments. 


2A:2. FRE 


CREA RIERA. FES HE ERR, UE, AF. 


[2A:2] Gong Sun Chou asked Menctus: “Let's say you were to become the prime minister of Qi and have the opportunity to set up a good 


government. Even though your power would really not be different from that of a king, in handling this, wouldn't you lose your mental 


stability?” 


mrA, & RUTH, 


Mencius said, “No. I haven't lost my mental stability since I was forty.” |! 


A ike, A Pile Be 


Chou said, “Then you have far surpassed Meng Pan.” 


AL eR RE, APRA, 


Mencius said, “It is not so difficult. Gaozi attained mental stability at a younger age than I.” 


A. AeA. 


“Ts there a method for attaining mental stability?” asked Chou. 


A. A. 4b Bc eet, ABE, RAMEE, DA SEA A REZ ATA, BSE, IDR SETS FEZ 
Fi, LRU IR ZA, TRIPE, ER, EBL IZ. 


ut 
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“There is. For example, Bei Gong Yu had a method of developing his courage. When attacked, he would neither flinch nor turn 
away his eyes. If someone touched a single hair on his body, he would regard it as if he had been publicly beaten in the marketplace. 
What he would not take from a bum in the street, he would not take from the rule of a ten-thousand chariot state. He regarded the 
stabbing of a ruler of such a state just the same as the stabbing of a bum. He had no fear of the great nobles. If slanderous words reached 


his ears, he would never let it go by without revenge.” 


moti CAE, AL SSP, ETRE, MRE, ERO, PRR Bk, HEART 
Es. 


Meng Shishe also had a method of developing his courage. He said: “I regard victory and defeat as the same. To gauge the enemy 
and then attack; to plan the victory and then engage—this is to be afraid of the opposing army. How can I be sure of winning? I can only 


be fearless, and that's all.” 


miSWet. Ite, KOPF ZA, RAEAE, ATMS Th, Feet BA, Te, 
GEHABRKETR Amhte, HSA. GHhins. Abomte, MEF RA BER. 


Meng Shishe was like Zeng Zi. Bei Gong Yu was like Zi Xia. Between Bei Gong and Meng, I don't know who is better, but Mang 
Shishe focused on the essentials. For example, in the past, Zeng Zi said to Zi Xiang: “So, you like bravery, do you? I have heard from our 
Master about great bravery. If I reflect on myself and find that I am not right, then won't I even fear facing a coarse fellow the street? But 


if I reflect on myself and find myself to be right, then even if it be an army of one hundred thousand, I will go forward.” 


mle CAPS, MORRIE PZT MH. J 


But Meng Shishe's preservation of his gi |” is still not equal to Zeng Zi's preservation of the essentials. 


A. TR RS ZR, BES Z RED RIB, [STALKERS DRE DRED, DR 
Re RED, DRA FIER, WORD. ART, Ki, Aza, eet, KER. AK. 
mA, HE, MRE 


Chou asked, “Will you please tell me about your ‘mental stability’ in relation to Gao Zi's ‘mental stability’?” 
Mencius replied, “Gao Zi says that what cannot be attained through words should not be sought for in the mind, and that what 


cannot be attained in the mind should not be sought for through the gi. This latter proposition is correct, but the first one is not. The will is 
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the director of the gi, and the qi is something that permeates the body. So the will is primary and the qi is secondary. Therefore, it is said: 


‘Hold on to your will; do not scatter your gi.’” 


[ E pe. ARR. MAL BPS Ha. (Tt. | 


AL m3 


PAYS) 


Chou said, “You just said that the will is primary; and the gi is secondary. Now you say, ‘hold on to your will, don't scatter your 


qi.’ Why do you say this?” 


STAIR. AAI, SAE FL 


aN 


ar a, FECA, mB) 


are o J 


Mencius said, “The will influences the qi and the gi influences the will. For instance, jumping and running, though most directly 


concerned with the gi, also have an effect on the mind.” 


IK RER. | 


“May I ask in what it is that you are superior?” 


Res, KER AERA. | 


=k 
“T understand language, and I am good at nourishing my vast gi.” 
PTE ZA. J 


“What do you mean by ‘vast qi’”’? 


cae 


Mae. RUZET AHI Feith, BCRSEE AR, BRR, 
PR, BMA, SPR BA, UPC, DAS RMD 
AZRIEL, CCM, AA, CHIR, Re 
Me2e, Re WA, HE 


A. THbSt, | THR, 3 : 
REA, FRM ZH. TARA D, 

IE, DYE, FBR, MARA RAAB 

RR, APM ERC. AIR, RE ZEW RAER, Wiis 
Ath, FEM GE, MME. | 


is 


PAIL 


=| 


8 
q 


“That is difficult to explain. gi can be developed to great levels of quantity and stability by correctly nourishing it and not 


damaging it, to the extent that it fills the space between Heaven and Earth. In developing gi, if you are connected with a sense of Justice 
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and the Way, you will never be in want of it. It is something that is produced by cultivating a sense of Justice, and is not something that 
you can grab from superficial attempts at Justice. If you act without mental composure, you will become qi-starved.” 
“Therefore I would say that Gao Zi has not yet understood Justice, since he regards it as something external. You must be willing 
to work at it, understanding that you cannot have precise control over it. You can't forget about it, but you can't force it to grow, either.” 
“You don't want to be like the man from Song. There was a man from Song who was worried about the slow growth of his crops 
and so he went and yanked on them to accelerate their growth. Empty-headed, he returned home and announced to his people: ‘I am so 
tired today. I have been out stretching the crops.’ His son ran out to look, but the crops had already withered. Those in the world who 
don't ‘help their crops by pulling’ are few indeed. There are also those who regard all effort as wasteful and don't even weed their crops. 


But those who think they can hurry their growth along by forcing it, are not only not helping their qi, but actually harming it!” 
TO cree 


Chou asked, “What do you mean when you say ‘I understand language’?” 


Al. Taek, ani, ERE, ICA. Me, ROSA, ME, AUSLATES. ARE, TERR, HERE 
Be. GRAS, BARE, URESR. | 


Mencius said, “When I hear deceptive speech, I know what it is covering up. When I hear licentious speech, I know its pitfalls. 
When I hear crooked speech, I know where it departs from the truth. When I hear evasive speech, I know its emptiness. Once born in a 
person's mind, these words harm the government. Spreading through the government, they damage all sorts of affairs. When a future sage 


appears, he will attest to my words.” 


SK. FAS FPL Bo. Baume SRT. FLFR. Al Pea AIRE, PRAISE RY, 


Chou said: “Zai Wo and Zi Gong were eloquent. Zan Niu, Min Zi, and Yan Yuan also spoke well but were known for their 
virtuous conduct. Confucius embodied both, but when questioned about it, said, “When it comes to speaking, I am not so good.’ In this 


case are you (Mencius) a sage?” 


Ao mk Mah FATA, ALTA, RFBRY. ITA. BASH, RERRMAK EH FA 
A BRAK, Sth, BOR. tl, FA, RAPER, RE APN, ATS 
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Mencius said: “How can you ask me this? When Zi Gong asked Confucius if he was a sage, Confucius said, ‘Sagehood is beyond 


me. I study without getting bored and teach without getting tired.’ Zi Gong said: ‘Studying without boredom is wisdom, teaching without 


weariness is humaneness. Having humaneness and wisdom, you are a sage indeed, Master 


1? 


Now if Confucius could not accept the name of “sage,” how can I? 


pet fll. FR. PUR PORE AA ZH. FY, Be, BIB RET. EAT ZZ. 


Chou said, “I once heard this: Zi Xia, Zi Lu, and Zi Chang all had one piece of sagehood, and Zan Niu, Min Zi, and Yan Yuan 


embodied it fully, though in an unmanifest way. May I ask where you stand among these men?” 


=| 


o Wire. 


“Let's leave this aside for now.” said Mencius. 


Al, (AR, FATA, 


Chou then asked, “What about Bo Yi and I Yin?” 


F] 


o RA. FFA ARS, JER A, TERME, BLAIR, (At, (SEA (EER, Tae, LIME, FF 
Ft, FTDMERIE, AT DUERIIE, APDVARIA, ADDO RIE, FL, HTB, BORABATTS. JUATiR, Hl 


BFL F th, 


Mencius said, “They had different ways. The way of not serving a ruler he didn't respect, not taking charge of a people whom he 


didn't approve; coming forward when there was good government and retiring when there was disorder—this was the way of Bo Yi.” 


“Serving any ruler, taking charge of any people; coming forward when there was good government, coming forward when there 


was disorder—this was the way of I Yin.” 


“Serving when it was proper to serve, retiring when it was proper to retire; continuing long when it was proper and finishing 


quickly where it was proper—this was the way of Confucius. I have not yet been able to conduct myself in the way of the ancient sages. 


But if I could study with one of them, I would choose Confucius.” 


{A 


RR. PARAL, AREF. 


“Were Bo Yi and I Yin comparable to Confucius?” 
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A & ARERR, RAFF HL, 


“No way,” Mencius replied. “Since the beginning of human existence, there has never been anyone like Confucius.” 


Al, 7AHIA TALE, 


“But weren't there at least some ways in which these men were equal to him?” 


A. A. BAB ZH A 2. RELA KF. 17h. RO RMR PL Rt. FERIA. 


“Sure. If any of them were to be the ruler of a territory of one hundred /i, they would be able to get all the nobles to come to their 


court, and soon they would have control of the whole realm. And if the acquisition of the realm required a single unjust act, or the murder 


of one innocent man, they would not do it. In this, they would be the same.” 


Al, BSR AT AFR. 


ty 


A MK. FA. AA, SUA, . BBR ATEE. FETA, UPR KA. RRSERRRR, FAA. 

i Hi: Ais HethzR, SatikZ2E, Rie, BERR, RAR. AG 
Al, eRe, UBER, DAVES. AUDI EER, TET OR, Ft, FARR, Ot 
REA, BPE, BERDOR, AA RRL FH. 


/ 
ae 
= 
Pasy 
oO 


“Then may I ask how they would differ?” 


Mencius said: “‘Zai Wo, Zi Gong, and Yu Ruo all had enough wisdom to recognize a sage. If any one of them was in a low 


position, he would never have resorted to flattery to get something more desirable.” 


““Zai Wo said, ‘From what I have seen of our Master, he was far superior to Yao and Shun.’” 


“Zi Gong said, ‘I have seen his propriety and have understood his ways of government. I have heard his music and recognize his 


virtue. From a hundred generations after, through a hundred generations of kings, he has made no mistakes in judgment. From the 


beginning of human existence, there has never been anyone like the Master.’” 


“Yu Ruo said, ‘How it be so only among men? Among beasts there is the Qilin; among birds there is the Phoenix; among hills, Mt. 


Tai; among puddles and rivulets, the rivers and oceans. Now, each of these is of the same species, and the sage is of the same species as 


man, but he emerges from the group and stands out from the crowd. From the beginning of human existence, there has never been one as 


outstanding as Confucius.’” 
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mt, DAS Bea KE, DTH E. ERGK, BUtC+H, MED, DARA Jeb 
kth, F7AHet DARA. Ui riakRt, an-c-+-f ZAREL HOS. ABA. APA, eR 
Ak, thezisti, 


[2A:3] Mencius said, “He who uses force as a pretense of humaneness is a hegemon. But such a hegemon must have a large state in order 
to be effective. The man who uses his virtue to practice humaneness is the true king. To be a real king you don't need an especially large 
territory. Tang did it with only seventy /i and King Wen did it with only one hundred /i. When you use your power to make people follow, 
they will never follow with their hearts; they follow only because they don't have enough strength to resist. When people follow virtue, 
they are happy from the bottom of their hearts, and they follow sincerely, the way the seventy disciples followed Confucius. The Book of 


Odes says:” 


From the west, from the east, 
From the south, from the north; 


No one thought of not following. 


This is what I am talking about. 


mA, (RIA, ACRE. QT Mo, SRT Pt, WO, Re, TEL, BE 
FEN, BUACTHIU, REPO, MEK, DROZ R, FP. SARC, WR L, IRR. Sle 
BOT. fLFA. felt, amet. neYeBdat, eRe Z. 


[2A:4] Mencius said: “Humaneness brings glory and non-humaneness brings disgrace. So if you hate disgrace but still involve yourself 
in what is not humane, it is like hating moisture and living in a basement. If you really hate it, you should honor virtue and respect the 
good. Install good men into positions of rank and give jobs to people of ability. When your government has a respite (e.g. times of peace), 
you should take the opportunity to clarify your governmental procedures and legal codes. If you do this, even larger states will have a 


healthy respect for you. In the Book of Odes there is the verse that goes:” 


Before the sky was dark with rain 
I collected branches from the mulberry grounds 


And built doors and windows for my nest. 
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Now, you all below, 


Who will laugh at me? ° 


“Confucius said, “Did not the writer of this poem understand the way of government?’ If you are able to govern well your state or 


clan, who will dare to take you lightly?” 


SACI, BERBER, ARAL. HERA ORLA, HB. KAU, ARGH, KAA. RF 
BE rT, AFRE, AAG. beat, 


“But when modern princes have any kind of respite they spend it on indolent pleasure-seeking and gratification, which is to invite 


misfortune. Fortune and misfortune come from no place other than yourself. The Book of Odes says:” 


Always speak according to the Mandate 


And you will invite much fortune.Odes, 241 


The Tai Jia (a section in the Book of History) says: 


The calamities sent from Heaven can be seen as someone else's doing. But the calamities brought on by yourself—these you 


cannot live with. 


These two citations reflect my point. 


2A:5. QRH E 


mPA, TR EHE. REE ic, RIK PR 2, IRM AR, | 


Mencius said: “Respect the worthy and employ the capable; put talented people in key positions, then all the educated people of the realm 


will be pleased and will want to be members of your court.” 
Ti, Bem AE, MAE, RKP CR, APR Ae. J 


In the market-places, charge land-rent, but don't tax the goods; or make concise regulations and don't even charge rent. Do this, 


and all the merchants in the realm will be pleased, and will want to set up shop in your markets. 
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Tid, me AE, HAP ZR, EET MARR, | 


At the borders, make inspections but don't charge tariffs. Then all the travelers in the realm will be pleased and will want to 


traverse your highways. 


Ba. BOAR, HK PR Zi, PAT TAREE, 


If the farmers merely have to help each other with 


the government fields, and do not have to pay an additional tax, then all the 


farmers in the realm will be pleased, and will want to till your fields. 


ee, FEKE Zi, RKP ZR, AMS ZR, | 


If you do not charge fines to the unemployed in your marketplaces, then all the people in the realm will be pleased, and will want 


to become your subjects. 


Manette, UPB BZ RR, UNAS R. 


SBP h, BOAR, BARDOR, RARE ATH, WOK, Aue 


MORK PR HMURA Pa. Ke, AMBER, KZA. J 


“Tf you are really able to put these five points into practice, then the people from the neighboring states will look up to you as a 


parent. Now, since the time people have been born into this world, there has never been a case of someone being able to consistently 


succeed in making children attack their own parents. If you govern in this way, you will have no enemies in the realm. The one who has 


no enemies in the realm is the regent of Heaven. There is no case of one who attained to this level, and who did not attain to true 


kingship.” 


2A:6. ARH E 


mrA, AMARA, SEARED, SAREAZCBR, DREAM. TREE ARPA 


eZ E, 


Mencius said: “All people have a heart that cannot stand to see the suffering of others. The ancient kings had this heart that could not 


stand to see the suffering of others, and, with this, operated a government that could not stand to see the suffering of the people. If, in this 


state of mind, you ran a government that could not endure people's suffering, you could govern the realm as if you were turning it in the 


palm of your hand.” 
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“Why do I say all human beings have a heart that cannot stand to see the suffering of others? Even nowadays, if an infant were about to 
fall into a well, anyone would be upset and concerned. This concern would not be due to the fact that the person wanted to get in the good 
graces of the infant's parents, or because he wanted to improve his reputation among the community or among his circle of friends. Nor 


would it be because he was afraid of the criticism that might result from a show of non-concern.” 


Fee, ANE, FEA, PZ, SEA, Reb FFA BEE 2b, FEA, 


“From this point of view, we can say that if you did lack concern for the infant, you would not be human. Also, to lack a sense of 
shame and disgust would not be human; to lack a feeling of humility and deference is to be ‘in-human’ and to lack a sense of right and 


wrong is to be inhuman.” 


PUKE ob, hth, A, BEC, RR eC, EPR AZ Mant, 


“The sense of concern for others is the starting point of humaneness. The feeling of shame and disgust is the starting point of 
fairness. The sense of humility and deference is the starting point of propriety and the sense of right and wrong is the starting point of 


wisdom.” 


ANZA ent, EA UH, Ae im A BE, At, RNR, art, ALA sain i 
Ree, APPEM IC ZR, AUK ZHBMR, IRZHRRE, REIN Z, EDR RIE ZAREK 


“People's having these four basic senses is like their having four limbs. Having these four basic senses and yet claiming inability 
to act on them is to cheat yourself. To say that the ruler doesn't have them is to cheat the ruler. Since all people have these four basic 
senses within themselves, they should all understand how to enhance and develop them. It is like when a fire just starts, or a spring first 
bubbles out of the ground. If you are able to develop these four basic senses, you will be able to take care of everybody within the four 


seas. If you do not develop them, you won't even be able to take care of your own parents.” 


me PAL RARER Aa, RAMEE GAL WB ATERMEA. AAO, Wes AT, 


[2A:7] Mencius said: “How is it that the arrow-maker is being less humane than the armor-maker? The arrow maker is worried about 


people not getting hurt, while the armor-maker is worried if people do get hurt. The situation is the same with the healer and the coffin 
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maker. Therefore, you should be careful about choosing your occupation.” 

“Confucius said: ‘It is the degree of humaneness in a village that determines its beauty. If you choose not to abide in humaneness, 
how will you ever attain wisdom?’” 

Now humaneness is that which Heaven prizes above all else, and it is the proper abode for human beings. Nobody can be hindered 
from being humane by anyone else—this is merely a hindrance to wisdom. To be not-humane and not wise is to lack propriety and 
fairness and become a slave to others. Being a slave to others and being ashamed of it is like the bow-maker being ashamed of making 
bows and the arrow-maker being ashamed of making arrows. If you are ashamed of these things you should work at your humaneness. 
The Humane person is like an archer. The archer prepares himself before shooting. If, upon shooting, he misses the bull's-eye, he does not 


blame the man who beat him. He turns and reflects on himself. 


mrA, FR. AR ZOUAHIE, GRR, KARR SRA BORA, RR ALIS A 
Bt. PR. Bd, TRDB RS, EFFI A. Ten AD ER art, MP EKA 


[2A:8] Mencius said: “When someone told Zi Lu about one of his faults, he was happy. When Yu heard words of goodness, he would 
bow in respect. The great Shun surpassed even these men. He regarded the goodness of others to be the same as his. He let go of his 
arbitrariness and followed others, happily learning from them in order to develop his goodness. From the time when he was a farmer, a 
potter and a fisherman, up until he became emperor, he never stopped learning from others.” 

“To learn from others to develop one's goodness is also to develop goodness together with others. Therefore, for the Noble Man, 


there is nothing greater than to develop goodness together with others.” 


mtPA, MARIE ARS, RRR, BIRR A CH, BECEA SEACH, BURA BDH 
yi, ABR, HERE, FRU Ac, Boa NIE, BRE 2. ARN. fen, aa ee een Me 
4 BURSA, EIR. | 


L[> 


[2A:9] Mencius said: “Bo Yi would not serve a ruler he did not respect, and would not hang around with people he didn't like. He 
wouldn't attend the court of an evil prince and wouldn't converse with an evil person. To attend the court of an evil prince, or converse 
with an evil person, would be the same for him as wearing the ceremonial gown and cap and sitting in mud and charcoal. Furthermore, if 
he were standing with a villager who hat was on crooked, he would leave him in embarrassment, as if he would be polluted by it. 
Therefore, even if one of the nobles sent him something with good intentions, he would often not accept it. Indeed, he would not let 


anything near him that he considered dirty.” 
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ESE, PRA Ee, HARM A ARE. RMI ZMbRMkZ MIke, LIABECL J 


Hui Liu Xia was not ashamed to be associated with an impure prince, and was not embarrassed to hold a low-level job. He would 
show himself without concealing his worth, always keeping to what he considered to be the right way. When he was let go from a job, he 
did not get resentful, and when in dire straits, he did not complain. Therefore, he used to say: ‘You are you and I am I. Even if you stand 
right next to me wearing no shirt, you cannot pollute me.’ Thus he associated with people freely, without losing himself. When pressed to 
stay in government he would stay. In this lack of a need to escape, we can see that he did not need to avoid that which he considered 


unclean. 


mYPA, Meh, PIP ARRAS, BRERA, APR. J 


Po Yi was rigid and Liu Xia Hui was too relaxed. The Noble Man does not like to be too rigid or too relaxed. 


2B. Gong Sun Chou (part two) ARF 


3A. Teng Wen Gong I#3ZZ.E (part one) 


3B. Teng Wen Gong f#3ZZ3 F (part two) 


[3B:2] Ching Chun said: “Are not Gong Sun Yen and Chang I great men? If they get angry just once, all the nobles are afraid. If they are 
relaxed, then the realm is quiet.” 

Mencius said: “How can you call them great just because of this? Have you not studied the Record of Rites? When a young man is 
capped (reaches manhood) his father instructs him. At the marriage of a young woman, the mother instructs her as she walks her to the 
door. She admonishes her, saying, ‘When you go to your husband's house, you must respect him and be careful not to be disagreeable. To 
be properly obedient is the way of wives and concubines.’” 

If you dwell in the great house of the world, are established in your correct position in the world, walk the great Path of the world; 


if you attain your ambitions for office, and then share your goodness with the people—or, not attaining your ambitions for office and 
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walking alone on your own Path; if wealth and honor do not dissipate you, poverty and low status do not make you move from your 


principles; authority and might do not distort you: Then you can be called a “great man.” 


4A. Li Lou (part one) HE#E 


4B. Li Lou (part two) HE F 


mPA, IRP Za PE, AeA R, Ber, DARA, BIR, ee, Mee TAK, BE 
RAR, AZTKH, THAR, MA OMTA TAS RIBAK, RiZith, Beet, ARIE 
1M. Prme2 AB, AME. | 


[4B:26] Mencius said: “What the people in the world call ‘the nature of people’ is based on what they have done, and nothing more. In 
the case of what people have done, we take as most fundamental whether the acts were beneficial or not. The reason the [present-day] so- 
called wise men are disliked, is because of the way they bore into things [to try to bring about some conclusions]. If these wise men 
would just do something [of benefit] like Yu did when he handled the water works projects [and stopped the flooding], then there would 
not be such a dislike of wise men. When Yu handled the flooding problems, he did it as if it was not a big deal. If our wise men could, in 
the same way, do things as if they were not a big deal, then there wisdom would be considered to be great. Heaven is so high; the stars are 


so distant. If we investigate their works, through the solstices of a thousand years, we can sit and attain them.” 


6A. Gao Zi (part one) SFE 


[6A:1] HEAL PEL RaRpt, Be, RGR, DIAMETER, DUAR TATE. 


Gao Zi said: “Human nature is like a willow tree (the wood of which is good for making vessels) and fairness is like the cups and bowls 


that are carved out of the wood. To make human nature to be humane and just is like making the willow wood into cups and bowls.” 


mPA, PREIS PE, MDS. PRB, MRS PEL. BRT RS are. BIDS BC 
AD Ahh, BAP CAMERA, YP ZAR. 


Mencius said: “Can you make cups and bowls while keeping the nature of the willow? It is by destroying the willow that you 


make cups and bowls. If we destroy the willow to make cups and bowls, should we also destroy the human being to make humaneness 
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and justice? This kind of talk from you will certainly lead the people to dislike humaneness and justice.” 


FEAL PEL WahimnzK Rae RT BRA, Rea PET UPS, AME RRS eR EH, EK CZ FE OR PS Hh, 


[6A:2] Gao Zi said: “Human nature is like whirling water. If you let it out on the east side, it will go east. If you let it out on the west 


9 


side, it will go west. Similarly, human nature has no predisposition for good or evil, just as water has no predisposition for east or west. 


mA, ARORA, BOREPE. AVEC, MK Ce. AAR KARE. GRA. 


a, Pays 


mee, IEAM Tz. REEL, Fete ko ER, FSA RIAL, AC ERS AR, HPO pee th, 


Mencius said: “It is true that water has no predisposition for east or west. But doesn't it have a predisposition for up and down? 
The goodness of the human nature is just like the downward tendency of water. Just as all water has a down-going tendency, all people 


have a tendency toward goodness.” 
“Now you can splash water and make it fly over your head, or you can force it to rise up by damming it. But are these the nature 


of water? These are after all, forcing it. You can push people into doing evil, but is this their basic nature? ” 


APA, AzaRte, 


[6A:3] Gao Zi said: “What we mean by /ife is nature.” 


He AL A AAZAH, MARZAARSZA, MAERZA 


FO 


\ 
4 
° 


ou 


mPrA, AzAbeeth, J4A Zin 


Mencius said: “If life is nature, then this the same as saying white is whiteness?” 


“Yes.” 
“Then is the whiteness of a feather the same as the whiteness of snow? And is the whiteness of snow the same as the whiteness of 


a pearl?” 
=| ’ IK, 
“Ves.” 


PRAIPC CPE, FARE, PE, AC EB 


“Then is the nature of a dog the same as the nature of a cow? And is the nature of a cow the same as the nature of a person?” 
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BPA, d. fa. PEt. £2. At, Foe, Be, Sh, FFA, 


[6A:4] Gao Zi said: “By nature we desire food and sex. Humaneness is internal and not external, the sense of fairness is external and not 


internal.” 


mt AL (TDR OA, BeoM, 


Mencius said: “How can you say humaneness is internal and the sense of fairness is external?” 
y y 


RE MRE 2. PARR. PRAMRAZ. HARM. Bea ZIMB, 


> 


=k 


Gao Zi replied: “If there is an old man and I regard him as old, it is not because the age is in me. It is like seeing something white. 


I regard it as white because the whiteness is outside of me. Therefore, I say that the sense of fairness is external.” 


A, RRABZAH, MOURA ZA, TREBLE, MOEA ZER, LRT, LOR 


Mencius said, “Maybe there is no difference in acknowledging the whiteness of a white horse and the whiteness of a white man, 
but is there no difference between the acknowledgement of the age of an old horse, and the age of an old man? And does the sense of 


fairness consist in perceiving the age or acknowledging it?” 


A. SAEZ. RACHAEL, eR, GAZA, RACER. PREECE, CURB 
Hh, AA ZN, 


Gao Zi said: “I love my younger brother, but I might not love the younger brother of a man from Qin. This depends on me, so I 
call it ‘internal.’ I respect the age of a man of Chu the same way I respect the age of a man of my family. Since this depends on the age, I 


say it is ‘external.’” 


A. BRAZK, MURRBER, RMA IAR A, AAI RIPA MEL, 


Mencius said, “Our enjoyment of the roast beef of Qin does not differ from that of our own roast beef. If such a thing as roast beef 
is like this, then is our enjoyment of roast beef also ‘external’?” 


[6A:5] 
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meTMAMS A, MUA, A, Taek, HZ At, 


Meng Ji Zi asked Gong Du Zi, saying: ““Why do you say that the sense of fairness is ‘internal’?” He said “It is the carrying out of my own 


sense of respect; therefore I say it is internal.” 


HBAS IMA SL, Bt, A, BU. YANG. A SERUHR A PEK, ATR TEM, ATES FFA, 


“Tf a villager is older than your brother by a year, who should be paid greater respect?” [Gongdu replied] “My elder brother.” 
“When serving wine, who should be served first?” “The villager should be served first. The one you respect is the former, and the one 


you treat as an elder is the latter. So after all, the sense of fairness is external, and not internal.” 


LEBFARIEES. UG de. PA, BORRE, BOF. BABI, A. Bi. Alaa, Bittle. F 
A, AERA. (IA E iE, FIRA. FERC, ESL. IAC RCE A, EPICA. PALS 
Hila, BO Ala, AEM, FEF, “APBTA, SARI. BLA BIBRA, ARIE ROME, 


[ 


Gongdu Zi could not respond, and brought the matter to Mencius. Mencius said, “Ask him: who do you respect, your uncle? Or 
your brother?” He will say to pay respect to your uncle. You should then ask him ‘If your younger brother is playing the role of the 
deceased at a funeral, to whom should one pay respect?’ In that case he will say that he would pay respect to his younger brother. Then 
you should say: ‘Why don't you continue to respect your uncle?’ He will that respect in this case is paid according to the position. Then 
you can also say that it is because of the position that you pay respect to the villager. Usually respect should be given to one's elder 
brother, but momentary respect should be paid to the villager. Ji Zi, hearing this, said: “When respect is to be paid to my uncle, I will 
respect him; when respect is to be paid to my younger brother, I will respect him. Thus, in the end, respect is based on the positions of 
other, and does not come from within.” Gong Du Zi said, “On a winter's day we drink broth; on a summer day we drink water. In this 
case are eating and drinking also external?” 


[6A:6] 


CBE AL TEPA, PERE BeRE Ret, BRA, PERT DES PID Re ce, OC, GR AIR, a 
lA Raa. 


Gong Duzi said: “Gao Zi says that human nature is neither good nor evil. Others say that human nature can be made good or evil. That is 


why when Kings Wen and Wu were in power, the people loved goodness, and when Yu and Li were in power, they were incorrigible.” 
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“Still others say that some people are inherently good and some are inherently evil. Therefore, under a good ruler like Yao, there 
was such an evil man as Xiang, and to such a bad father as Gu Sou, a good son Shun was born. And with a nephew of the senior branch 


as evil as Zhou on the throne, such good uncles as Qi, Viscount of Wei, and Prince Bi Gan lived.” 


APPERE, SRE Bed BR 


= aN 7NO 


“Now you say that human beings are inherently good. Then are all the others wrong?” 


mm PA, Jota, RATS ee, Janine, ARM Re JEP CIR, PUR, AA. AER 


MEA Z. RAC, ABAZ, EHD, ARAZ. VME, Ft, Ab Be, ABO, EH, 
RIF, At, Ba Te 8, JERK, RA th, PER, 


Mencius said: “According to the feelings that come from it, then you can say that they are acting with goodness. This is what I 
mean when I say human beings are inherently good— I am talking about their most fundamental emotional qualities. If someone does 
evil, it is not the fault of their natural endowment. Everyone has the feeling of concern for the well-being of others; everyone has the 
sense of shame and disgust at their own evil; everyone has the sense to treat others courteously and respectfully; everyone has the sense 
of right and wrong.” 

The feeling of concern for the well-being of others is humaneness. The sense of shame and disgust is fairness; the sense to treat 
others with courtesy and respect is Propriety. The sense of right and wrong is Wisdom. Humaneness, fairness, Propriety and Wisdom are 


not melded into us from the outside. They are our original endowments—you have really not thought it through, have you? 


KA, RANE Z, BMA Z, REM Bae, RRR Toh. Ho. KERR, AWA, RAR, of 
eves. FLEA. felts, Fae, hkAWw AR, ZRH, HAP ERATE. 


oO 


Hence it is said: ‘If you strive for it, you will attain it; if you ignore it, you will lose it.’ Men differ in terms of actualization: some 
are double, some fivefold and some manifest it to an incalculable degree. This difference is because some are not able to fully develop 


their natural endowments. The Book of Odes says: 


Heaven gives birth to all men 
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And each thing possesses its principle 
When people maintain this norm 
They come to love its splendid virtues. 
“Confucius said, ‘The writer of this poem certainly knew the Way.’ Therefore, wherever there is anything, there is a concomitant 


principle. When the people embrace the norms of goodness, they can enjoy its splendid virtues.” 
[6A:7] 


me PAL BRP ASI, APSA, TERPS, TODA, GRRE, HEREIM BES 
SCHHR], fhe IR], Hee, BR ABH, BR, HACIA], BUA, Ree CE, AS, 


Mencius said: “In years of good harvest the children are wholesome; in years of bad harvest, they are incorrigible. This is not because 
Heaven imparts different endowments of ability, but because their minds are overcome by external influences.” 

Now if you plant wheat and barley and cover them, and the soil is the same, and they are planted at the same time, they will all 
grow strongly. And when the time is right, they will all be ripe. Even though there are differences, it is because of differences in soil 


fertility, the nourishment from rain, or the amount of care and cultivation given by the farmers. 


WOLF At, ABA ABE Z, FEA, HE FAL ARTS, A ES 
FAI, AP ZETA, FIA, ASH, BAIR CBA, MEO ZI, SEB ARMS 
ZBI, RIK Peet FZ SBIR, KPH. ERP ZH. 


So whenever things are of the same species, they will resemble each other. This being so, how could we doubt that it is the same 
with men? I and the sage are of the same species. Therefore, Longzi said: ‘Even if I don't know the foot-size when making sandals, I 
know enough that I won't make bushel baskets.’ The similarity in the size of the sandals is because of the similarity in the size of 
everyone's feet. 

We also have similarities in taste. That's how Yi Ya '“ knows what I like beforehand. Imagine if his taste was inherently different 
than that of others like that of another species such as dog or horse. How could everybody love the taste of Yi Ya's cooking? The fact that 


everybody agrees that Yi Ya's cooking is the best shows the sameness in people's taste. 


HEROMA, BME, A PHAR, ERP ZH, HEA IA, BIR. RRR Re, BRP AZ 
mee, MASH MA, OZR. ARS. BZ. ARE. Aiken, ARR. BRD, 
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It is the same with the ear. The fact that everyone takes the music of Conductor Kuang as the best, shows the sameness in the ears 
of everyone. 

It is the same with the eyes. Everyone knows that there is no one in the world as handsome as Zi Du. And if you don't think he is 
handsome, you are blind. 

Therefore I say, there is a standard for taste, there is a standard for music, and there is a standard for beauty. Shouldn't it also be so 
with the things of the mind? What is it that is the same with people's minds? It is that they know the same principle and have the same 
sense of fairness. The sage knows the sameness of our minds beforehand. Therefore his principles and sense of fairness fit to our minds, 
in the same way that the meat of grain-eating animals fits our taste. 


[6A:8] 


mPA, FIZKRBRR, DFR KR, FUT. WORE PAR ZA. MBE ATI, JERE BE 
ZR PE EMR 2, ea Boe, Andee, URRBAME. thee tetink, 


Mencius said, “The greenery on Niu Mountain was once beautiful, but since it was near a large city, it was attacked by lumberjacks. How 

could it retain its beauty? Still, by the respite gotten day and night, being nourished by the rain and dew, there was no lack of the growth 

of new buds and sprouts. But then cattle and sheep came and fed themselves, and by the time they were done, it was completely barren.” 
If people saw this barrenness, they might have imagined that there had never been any greenery. How could this be the mountain's 


original nature? 


MEAP E A, eee 2 bak, FAT Re, IMRT ZR, BAM. ASE. FLA QZ PT 
By PAZ. RRR, AIRS ATS. ARE CR. MZ, RRR a. DF BR 
7A EDF, BIE Rig, ARGU, NMUBREAT Ee, @ehicttak, tape, MDA 
ke, WAH, MTA. PLFA, BRB RC. HAR, Se, WED a BL, 


In the case of people, how could they lack the mind of humaneness and fairness? But the daily damage done to the goodness of 
their mind is just like the lumberjacks did to the mountain. Being chopped down day after day, how can its beauty have a chance to 


emerge? 
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Having some time to rest day and night, and breathing in the morning air, your likes and dislikes may be somewhat similar to 
those of other people. But due to your daily activities you are suffocated. Being suffocated, you can't get enough fresh air. Fresh air being 
insufficient, your goodness of mind is not nourished, and there will be little difference between you and the animals. People see our 
animalistic nature and assume that we have never had great endowments. How could this be our real disposition? 

Therefore, if it is properly nourished, there is nothing that will not grow. If it is not nourished, there is nothing that will not die. 
Confucius said: “Use it and you will keep it; ignore it and you will lose it. It comes and goes at any time, and no one knows where its 
original home is.” What else could he be talking about but the mind? 
[6A:9] 


mPA, MAE CRE. MAK PAE Zt, -AaeZ, PAR, RARER. SIR, BibM 
FELEER, FRAT, GRIER BH, BEUDBGS, AURA, FR, HZ eR, PEFR 
PKG ABR, FE ASOD BO, TEFEEKZ SHE. AMBRE. DDS APSHA. MR Sim ZEB 
BWA LR Wea AGL, AL FER th, 


Mencius said, “No wonder the king is not wise. With even the hardiest plants in the world, if you expose them to a day of heat and ten 
days of cold, they will not be able to grow. I rarely have a chance to see the king, and after I leave he is approached by the cold ones. 
How can I make his wisdom grow?” 

Now chess is actually a minor art, but if you don't concentrate well while learning it, you'll never be any good. Chessman Qiu is 
the best player in the country, and let's say two men are learning from him. One man concentrates completely on everything Qiu says, 
while the other one, while listening, is thinking about that goose over there and how he would string up a retrievable arrow and shoot it. 
Even though he is learning together with the other man, he will never be equal to him. Is this because of a difference in intelligence? Of 


course not. 


(64:10) ThA, a, FeArakt, RRS, OMAK, a at, ATS, AE, OR ATAK HH. 

#8, ISTRATRH, aRaR, E TM E earth, AEDS ATER, TRAE ER, NIH, SEI AT 
nk, BTA ERC, BURA BTR RE, WEA CTR ERE, ALAR, IN, EAC TRE 
RICH. ALAR Ret. HREM At, HRT ORR A Rit, ced, ATA ERE 
6. APPEAR, RRA Ae, AA, aernew ie e, 


I 
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[6A:10] Mencius said, “I like fish and I like bear's paw, but if I have to choose between them, I will let go of the fish and take the bear's 
paw. I like life and I like fairness. But if I have to choose between them I will let go of life and take fairness.” 

I want life, but there are things more important to me than life. Therefore there are things that I won't do just to live. I hate death, 
but there are things that I hate more than death, and thus there are certain kinds of suffering that I won't avoid. 

If you teach a man to value nothing more than life, then what means will he not use in order to save his life? If you teach people to 
hate nothing more than death, then what will they not do, in order to avoid death? 

But there are some things that people will not do to save their lives and some things that people will not do to avoid death. This 
means that there are things more important to them than life, and more hateful to them than death. It is not only the worthy who have this 


capacity. All people have it, but the worthy are able to be consistent in it. 


— i, Se, ECRIAE, OBPGRISE, UPTO, UZ ADS, BTM. CAB, BSA NPS 
FEMS 2. AAS. IS EZR, BRAS, TAM CAL, AMES EM ARSC, SS EZ 
Zo WMS AEM RS. GiB ZB 2. PASE BS, SRAM CARMI 2. LIRIAS, bt 


When a bowl of rice or a cup of soup lies between life and death, and you offer it in an insulting way, any man on the street will 
not accept it. If you kick it at him with your feet, even a beggar will not take it. 

Yet a man will accept a huge sum of money without any consideration of propriety. What can the money add to his person? I can 
beautify my house, gain the favors of wives and concubines, or gain the attention of greedy acquaintances. Yet before, I would not 
receive a bowl of rice to save my life, but now I will accept lots of money for the beautification of my home, for the favors of wives and 
concubines or to give to greedy acquaintances. Was it also not possible to decline this? 


This is called “losing one's original mind.” 


(6A:11) FAY ADs, Ant, Rep, BDA, Beak, A ABER, RIADRZ. A 
Kot, MmRADR, SA Za, eRe M ER. 


[6A:11] Mencius said, ““Humaneness is the mind of human beings. Fairness is their path. To abandon the path and not follow it, or to lose 
the mind and not know enough to seek it: this is a pity indeed!” 
When people lose their chickens and dogs, they know enough to look for them, but when they lose their mind, they do not know 


enough to seek it. The way of study and inquiry is none other than the search for the lost mind. 
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Ue 


[6A:12] Menctus said, “Let's say there is a man whose fourth finger is crooked and will not straighten. It does not cause him pain or 
hinder his work, yet if he heard of someone who could fix it, he would easily travel as far as Qin or Chu to get it fixed, so that he might 
be like other men.” 

We know enough to be bothered when our finger is not like that of others, but don't know enough to be bothered when our mind is 


not like that of others. This is called “not knowing the relative importance of things.” 


(6A:13) aA BRU HIRE, A EZ, RUPTURE ZH, BIR, MRT LH, BR AHAE 
ne. Tepe, 


[6A:13] Mencius said, “If someone wanted to raise a large tung or catalpa tree, " anyone would know how to cultivate it. But when it 
comes to themselves, they don't know how to cultivate. How could a person not care as much about himself as he does about a paulownia 


tree? He does not think deeply enough. ” 


(64:14) iF A, AZ th, ARATE. FATE. HIGH. MERT ZTE, BIER Ce BTU 
SEBREA, Batik, ROMZMER BARR, ADK, BOVE K, BURBS R. BH)SR DA, 
BEKABKA. SAG, BE, Zee, RIES HIS, im ASUa A mA, BUS AR A 
Hh, KE CA, HARE ZR, AE D)UAKH, MEZA AAR BU BES RZ sigak. 


[6A:14] Mencius said, “When it comes to their own person, people care about all parts equally. Caring about all parts equally, they 
should nourish all parts equally. If there is not an inch of their flesh that they do not care about, there should not be an inch of flesh that 
they do not nourish. Therefore, when it comes to considering whether or not someone is good at it, there is no other way than seeing what 
he grasps to. In one's body there are is noble and base parts, small and great parts. One does not use the small to damage the great, nor 
use the base to harm the noble. Those who cultivate the small are lesser men, and those who cultivate the great are great men. Now, if 
there is a horticulturist who neglects the paulownia and catalpa tree and cultivates the thorny jujube, then he is a lousy horticulturalist. 
Someone who nourishes one finger and forgets about the back and shoulders is demented. People disdain those who care only about food 
and drink, since they nourish the small and thus miss what is great. If those who care only about food and drink did not miss out on the 


great, then how could the mouth and stomach be equal to an inch of flesh?” 
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aa 
[6A:15] Gong Du Zi said, “If all men are equal, how is it that there are greater and lesser men?” 

Mencius said, “Some follow their greater part and some follow their lesser part.” 

“Why do some follow their greater part and some follow their lesser part?” 

Mencius said, “The organs such as the eye and ear cannot discriminate and are thus confused by things. Things are interconnected 
with other things, which lead one further away. The function of the mind is to discriminate—if you discriminate you will attain it. If you 
don't discriminate, you won't attain it. These are what Heaven has bestowed upon us. If you first establish yourself in the greater part, 


then the small part cannot be snatched away from you. This is the essential of being a great man.” 


(6A:16) TTA, ARB. AAS. (sie, SHA, WKB, AAR WARK. PZMEBRRK 
BR. MAREZ. FZMGRRE. DARE AR. MEEK E. FIR ZTE. MOYO MER, 


[ 


[6A:16] Menctus said: “There is a nobility that belongs to Heaven and a nobility that belongs to man. Humaneness, fairness, loyalty, 

truthfulness and a tireless delight in the good—these are the nobility of Heaven. Duke, lord, and minister—these are the nobility of man.” 
The ancients cultivated the heavenly nobilities and the human nobilities naturally followed. Modern men cultivate the heavenly 

nobilities in order to gain the human nobilities, and once they have these, they throw away the heavenly nobilities. How mixed up they 


are! In the end they will lose everything. 


(11:17) iA. hae, Ai, AMA RRO, ER, Aare, FRA, Hm ATR, fim 
HEN Z. wr. BARD, BCR, SPAR, PON A ZUR, RRA. TOBA 
ZC. 


[6A:17] Menctus said, “All men desire nobility, and though they all have something truly noble within themselves, they do not reflect on 
it. The nobility dispensed by people is not true nobility. Those honored by Chao Meng can also be debased by Chao Meng. The Book of 
Odes says:” 


He has made us drunk with his wine 


And filled us with virtue. 
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“This means they have been satiated with humaneness and fairness, and therefore they do not need to taste the fine foods of man. 


He has received broad and far-reaching praise and therefore has no desire for the finery of men.” 


(11:18) GET AL OZR, EK BBA, AUR, ELL RK, OR AKA, BZ ZK ARS 
tk, WOR ERAE ZEa Hh. IROOM, 


[6A:18] Mencius said: “Humaneness overcomes non-humaneness just as water overcomes fire. But those of modernity who attempt the 
practice of humaneness are like a person who tries to put out a burning wagonload of wood with a cup of water. When it doesn't work, 
they say that water cannot put out fire. It is the same situation as those who attempt to deal with non-humaneness in a similar fashion. In 


the end, they will be completely lost.” 


11.19 mA, (RR MCHA, WER Fe KR. IMERACMHER, J 


[6A:19] Mencius said: “The seeds of the five grains are the best. But if they do not ripen, they are not even as good as wild grasses. The 


value of humaneness also resides in its being brought to maturity.” 


TU 


(11:20) TFA, FZ BUGN, STR, SEINE IASK. FARA. DRL, Se IRDA 


ie} 


[6A:20] Mencius said: ““When Yi taught archery, he always pulled the bow to its maximum. His students also had to strive to do this. A 


master carpenter, when teaching, always uses a compass and square. The students must also use a compass and square.” 


6B. Gao Zi (part two) SF F 


(6B:1) FEAT A, RA, A, iE, HE, EE, DUR HUMLTTIZE, RELA 
LEE, BME ASE, ABLES OSLO, RT RETO 2, DUE, HA, BS eT 
A. SATII, Dchk, TS, ION, LOO OR, AR 
LOH, AOE, LRALHFROLRE ML, AWAR, GML, OREM ZA, HER. 
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[6B:2] ... Mencius said, “The Way is like a great road. How difficult is it to know about it? The problem with people is that they do not 


even seek for it. If you just return home and seek it, you will find teachers in excess.” 


(68:3) ARAMA. BPA, a ob AHHH. ETAL (DS. A. m A, eae zeae, AAR 
te, BARS TAZ. AC RATE eh, oth, ALAS MZ, Ae Ze, OZ HE 
Zak, PUBL, Et, BRAKE Zee, AL SUEUR. AL SL, Blam) ert) BE UK 
th, PZ AMAA, RRR Zo) MAR, EAR BGR, RR, REM ARR, OR ARE FLA, RE 
BER. E+MR, 


aI 


(6B:4) 7RORNZ HE, mR Am. AL Fe4ERZ. A, Ga, OEE, RMP CEE, Be 
RSLS, aM AE, SERPS. Al. mt Ea. aR, AL Blt al 
th, AL FA ZAIAR, FEA CHAIR AT, FCA DAERAR, FEEL AR. ECE, URS Za, eS 
BZ CSRRE MT At, Ae ASO ES AP AAS SO, FS A RAIS, FE EAN 
SUB, WRASSE, AMARC, RAH, FELASA, FEEL RR PE EIA, ES 
BUCA, eS OZ RE MIR PMI, PS AR AES, PAPC ES, BS ARIES 
DAS LEAL AFL, BARKER, AMAR ER, RCA. (TAA, 


(6B:5) fc FRAMES LORY. DUNS ELTA, SEM, TS, A, A, 
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R, AL deh, HAL ESM, MRR MERE, HERAT, BPORREIL, MBM. Se BU 
Al, BEAL, TEBE, 
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(6B:7) mF AL, Bee, SE CAMS Za, DR ZIAMS ZAR, SCR CIA, KPa RAM 
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KR aR KS Ak, FBT. BRT BAR. ACS “EHR 


AW ANE SZ, FEM, ARAM AK, eR MARY, Tae, PRO eRe, BA, a 


1, Tai, FCA BZ, 


BRAT. DwAte SmA, Mee, MEA, Waa, bee. BSR. Ika, 


HBA, RAE NCHI 
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SECA 
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BARKER. 


Tan, MEAHRG, Bese. MRE TMAH. AL ARIZA, CR. Shite. Sate, SLT, 
RA ZARASE/). A ZEAEK, GZKR, MERE MAL ZK 


MAL Sate, ABI, 
KR. Sica ZIPA tH, 


(6B:8) SAGER RA, at 


AAA, TEP RAMRA, PCR RETR ak th 


CHT. REREAD HF. JAZ EAE, 


IMS ATE th, HPA eee, GRRE TUR A EAE. BIER. TERTEE. GER GAI 


DSR, RAIA ARIS, RRA R ZY, BP CSA, Bole, BRCM. 


(68:9) BTA, FZBeA. A 
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(6B:12) EFA, BRE, BPA, 


[6B:12] Mencius said, “If a Noble Man lacks integrity, to what shall he hold?” 


(6B:13) @AHIET RR, mA, GHZ. BMA AREA, RETRY. AL, & ARE AQ 
G SHmy, AL, & ASRS AL RRA, PEE. AL RK, mee, 
Kye, ADEA, BRR MR Ce RA Ee, RIG ath, RE R, aha 
BA, FEAR TE ZACIERP HE ZO, Aer ZABR, BAM A, Beka AF. 


UJ 


[6B:13] The prince of Lu invited Mencius' disciple Yo Chang to run his government. Mencius said, “When I heard about it, I was so 
happy that I couldn't sleep.” 

Gong Sun Chou asked, “Is Yo Chang so strong?” 

Mencius said, “No.” 

“Ts he so wise?” 

“No.” 

“Ts he broadly learned?” 

“No.” 

“Then what made you so happy that you couldn't sleep?” 

Mencius said, “He is a man who loves goodness.” 

“Ts just loving goodness enough?” 

“Loving goodness is enough to excel throughout the whole realm. How much more so in just the state of Lu! If the ruler loves 
goodness, then the people from within the whole area inside the four seas will not consider far to travel one thousand /i in order to share 
their own goodness with him. But if he dislikes goodness, then people will say ‘He's a scoundrel and we know it.’” 

The speech and face of a rogue will keep people a thousand /i away. If the good shih stay a thousand /i away, then all the back- 


stabbers and sycophants in the realm will come to the ruler. Surrounded by back-stabbers and sycophants, can you really run a 


government? 
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[6B:15] Mencius said, “Shun rose up from the grain fields; Fu Yue was found as a construction laborer, Jia Go was pulled up from his 
fish and salt; Sun Shu Ao from the sea, and Bai Li Xi from the marketplace.” 

Thus, when Heaven is going to give a great responsibility to someone, it first makes his mind endure suffering. It makes his 
sinews and bones experience toil, and his body to suffer hunger. It inflicts him with poverty and knocks down everything he tries to build. 

In this way Heaven stimulates his mind, stabilizes his temper and develops his weak points. People will always err, but it is only 
after making mistakes that they can correct themselves. Only when you have been mentally constricted can you become creative. It will 
show in your face and be heard in your voice, such that you will affect others. In your own state, if you don't have legal specialists and 
impartial advisors, and outside your state, you don't have enemy states to harass you, your own state will certainly fall to ruin. From this 


we can know that life is stimulated from adversity and anxiety, and death results from relaxation and pleasure. 


(63:16) ta tA, BORASNRERS CARA, OPAC Z MER. 


[6B:16] Mencius said: “There are many kinds of teaching techniques. Sometimes I teach by not teaching.” 


7A. Jin Xin (part one) @#L)_E 


[ 


(13.1) mPa, lee, eee, SME, Allen Ke, HOD, BEM, APOE Ki, REBAR EPL 
RZ. PA yeApth. | 


[7A:1] Mencius said: “If you fully explore your mind, you will know your nature. If you know your nature, you know Heaven. To 


preserve your mind and nourish your nature is to serve Heaven. Not seeing duality between short life and long life, cultivate yourself by 
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awaiting it. This is the way to set up your destiny.” 


(13.2) EFA [Seshenth, JASE, ik, Foe, PCRS. SRE MEe. TEA, PRRESES 
JEIEANth, | 


[7A:2] Mencius said: “There is nothing that does not have a destiny, so follow your own and accept it as it is. If you do this, when you 
understand what destiny is, you will not stand under the wall of a high cliff. To fully traverse one's course and then die—this is correct 


destiny. To die in handcuffs and chains is not correct destiny.” 


mera, URBIGZ, BHIAZ, RAIMEt, RAR. RAI, Bez At, BOR AEAE IMS, RE 
Neth, | 


[7A:3] Mencius said: “Search for it and you gain it. Ignore it and you lose it: this is the searching that has increase in its attainment, the 
seeking that adds to the self.” 
“Search for it, keeping the Way, attain it, keeping with destiny. In this searching, there is no increase upon attainment. This is the 


searching through which you get rid of things.” 


(13.4) miFA, TR eR. Rey imiak, RK. TEARMT, ORR. | 


[7A:4] Mencius said: “All things are prepared within me. If I reflect on myself and find that I am sincere, shouldn't I be overjoyed? If I 


strive to conduct myself on the principle of reciprocity, will the humaneness I seek not be close at hand?” 


(13.5) m@FAL, NIZMRSR. BRT, RA ZIM RA, RH. | 


[7A:5] Mencius said: “Acting without being clear, practicing without close observation: doing this to the end of their lives without ever 


understanding their own course. This is the way most people are.” 


[ 


(13.6) mFA, TAR BTDREHD. MRAZ HD. PERO. | 


[7A:6] Mencius said: “A person cannot do without shame. If you are ashamed of your shamelessness, you will not need to be ashamed. ” 


(13.7) mA, TANZRAKR. REIS. BEATA. BEDRB AL TIAA. | 
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[7A:7] Mencius said: “Shame is something important for people. Those who operate by clever opportunism have no use for shame. Not 


having shame, you will not be like others. What will you have in common with them? ” 


(13.8) Zt, ema, A, A, SRM ACH MEARE, AUR LZ 
SLA AEA Fe, MLE Ba ZF 


[7A:8] Mencius said: “The worthy kings of antiquity were impressed by goodness and not by power. How could the worthy elites be 
different? They delighted in their path and were oblivious to power in others. Therefore, if a king or duke did not treat them with full 
respect and thorough propriety, he would not have much chance of seeing them. Not having much chance to see them, how could he gain 


their services?” 


(13.9) Tit ROEA, FRR, Bieti AMZ, Ae, | OA Ofer ey ee 
R, | Ay [eepeeess, AAT De ee, ARRAS, EERBHE, BRAS. eR. SR, RA 
RES. AAG, BORER. AER. HP, SSA, EAIGEBEK PF. | 


[7A:9] Mencius, speaking to Song Gou Jian, said, “You like traveling to different courts, don't you? Let me speak with you about this 
kind of traveling. If you are acknowledged, just be content, and if you are not acknowledged, just be content.” 

Jian asked, “How do you go about ‘just being content.’?” 

Mencius said, “If you value virtue and enjoy fairness, you can be content. Hence the gentleman in difficulty does not lose his 
sense of fairness, and when successful, does not lose the Path. Since he does not lose his sense of fairness when in difficulty, the 
gentleman is able to keep a grasp on himself. Since he does not lose the Path when he becomes successful, the people are not 
disappointed in him.” 

“When the ancients achieved their aims, they shared it with the people. Not attaining their aims, their self-discipline was an 
example to succeeding generations. In difficulty they could only cultivate their own goodness. Successful, they could share their 


goodness with the whole world.” 


(13.10) aA, TAPCO, SLR, FARRAR, BEC, 


[7A:10] Menctus said: “Almost all people wait for someone like King Wen to come and uplift them. But the truly outstanding gentleman 


will uplift himself, even if a King Wen doesn't appear.” 


(13.11) FAL MMR, BZA, MUIR EKA, Blithe. J 
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[7A:11] Mencius said: “Tf, after receiving the wealth of the families of Han and Wei, you still see something missing inside of yourself, 


then you far surpass others.” 


[ 


(13.12) FAL TEMPRIEE ER, BESS RAR, DARI RE, BEDE RR. | 


[7A:12] Mencius said: “If you employ people with a sincere motive to make their life more comfortable, then even if they have to work 


hard, they won't blame you. If you execute people with the true motive of saving lives, then even if someone is killed, no one will blame 


the executioner.” 


(13.13) PA, leaecR, Heeb, SCR BAe, ROMA, ACTA. RAS AA 
2. FARA, Aree, LE RRR. SA. J 


[7A:13] Menctus said: “When there is a strong ruler, at least the people can be relaxed. If there is a true king, then they can be completely 
content. He can conduct executions without blame, and make profit without their feeling abused. The people return to the good every day, 
without knowing who is making them do so.” 

“So wherever the Noble Man passes through, people are transformed; the place where he stays is spiritualized, and Heaven and 


Earth flow together harmoniously. How could you say ‘he is of little help’?” 


(13.14) BFA. ESRB ZCAAR, BARB A CRM, BMRRZ, PARES. BBR 
WA, ACTED, J 


[7A:14] Mencius said: “Kind words do not enter as deeply into a person as does a reputation for kindness. Good government is not as 
effective as good teaching in terms of gaining the support of the people. If you have a good government, the people will be in awe of you. 


If you teach them well, they will love you. Good government gains people's wealth. Good teaching gains their hearts.” 


(13.15) a FAL TAPS IME, SERRE, Aa, RR, eZ, RAB, 
Fieth, MR th, BU, Et, Me, PR, EAR PH. J 


[7A:15] Mencius said: “When people who have not studied have abilities, these are inherent abilities. When people who have not 
deliberated have knowledge, this is inherent knowledge. An infant carried in the arms has no lack of knowledge of how to love its 
parents, and when it gets older, it knows automatically how to respect its older brothers. Loving one's parents is humaneness, respecting 


one's older brothers is fairness. This is because these principles penetrate all people.” 
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(13.16) TAL. FEZRRIZ , BOR GR, SRB AR, PrN Ae ea, KEIM SL Gh 
He{T, RLY, WATE ZH, 


[7A:16] Mencius said: “When Shun lived deep in the mountains, and he lived among the trees and rocks, and romped with the deer and 
boar, he differed little from other people of the wilds. But once he heard one impressive talk, and saw one act of kindness, it was like 


trying to hold back a vast river—nothing could restrain him.” 


(13.17) HFA, TARA AES. PRT RK, RUM ER, | 


[7A:17] Mencius said: “Don't do what shouldn't be done and don't desire what shouldn't be desired. That's all there is to it.” 


(13.18) FAL SAAT, TERA, TBE SB, RR, BE. 


[7A:18] Menctus said: “When people have penetrating wisdom and practical knowledge it is usually because they have spent a long time 
in difficulty. The orphaned servant and the concubine's son handle situations with caution and think deeply when in distress. Therefore, 


they handle things well.” 


(13.19) ahFtA, [ASA SHERRATT, ARR A, Death. AKRA. BAIT 
RAPMRT ZA, AKA, IEMA, | 


[7A:19] Mencius said, “There are those who serve the prince, and do so to receive his favor. There are those who serve the land, and do 
so because it makes them happy. There are Heavenly people, who, once their excellence can be actualized in the world, actualize it. There 


are great men who rectify themselves—and others are rectified.” 


(13.20) mtA, IAPA=Se8, MEXR. RHE. We, — Bet, MARIA, (RARE 
A. Seth, BRRRIMASZ, =H, TRH MEKTARREE, | 


[7A:20] Mencius said, “*.” 


(13.21) ah ftAL. BIRR, APA. BRAVE. PRP MSZ, EMEC R, APR. BERR. BF 
Bree, MERI ARIES, HESSIE-SB RS. O77, AP ATVES (CaS, FRE eth, PRA a, AED 
i. eS PURE, DORE AS eR 
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[7A:21] Mencius said, “The Noble Man may enjoy the possession of a large territory with many people, but this is not what he takes 
delight in. He may delight in being established in the realm and stabilizing the people within the four seas, but this has nothing to do with 
his basic character. His basic character is not something that can be enhanced by great success, or be hindered by poverty. These are one's 
lot.” 
“The essentials of the Noble Man's character are humaneness, fairness, Propriety and Wisdom, which are rooted in his mind. 
When they show themselves in his external appearance, their luster can be seen in his face, their fullness can be seen in his back, and go 


out into his four limbs. The four limbs reveal this without speaking.” 


(13.22) ahFA. (ARN, JGR, GOCE PRR. A mek, Gee eae, RI, JRE 
Zim, BISCE(PR, AL meek, GRRE, REARS. NCAR ORR, AE, BF 
Dias, VowmeeZ, HBA EORAR, TE “Akt, BARE, Bee UMAAR, AMZ, PEREZ, 
AZAR, VOOR, ATP eee HIB, Acie, BAS. eee, DEM NR t+ 
FEARS. BREA. TE CORER MEE, MRR ZEA, With, 


[7A:22] Mencius said: Boyi escaped from Zhou and dwelled in a harbor on the Northern Sea. When he heard of the rise of King Wen 
he said: “Shall I return? I have heard that Xibo (King Wen) is good at taking care of the elderly.” Taigong escaped from Zhou and 
dwelled in a harbor of the Eastern Sea. When he heard of the rise of King Wen he said: “Shall I return? I have heard that Xibo (King 
Wen) is good at taking care of the elderly.” When the people take good care of the aged, then good-hearted people return of their own 
accord. If you plant mulberry trees at the base of the walls on a homestead of one acre and assign one woman to the task of taking care of 
silkworms, then the elderly will be able to wear silk garments. If you don't miss the timing for the mating of five hens and two sows, the 
elderly will never have to miss out on eating meat. If a ten-acre plot is cultivated by one man, a family of eight will never go hungry. So 
when it is said that Xibo is good at taking care of the elderly, this means that he systematically manages the farms and villages, teaching 
the people the methods of planting and husbandry. He leads the wives and sons to take care of the elderly. If those aged fifty lack silk 
they will not be warm; if those aged seventy lack meat they will not be able to eat to their satisfaction, which means that they will be cold 


and hungry. Among the subjects of King Wen there being no elderly who are cold and hungry has these kinds of implications. 


= 


(13.23) iF A, DAMA, RBH BZ, AZ, SR RA. REAR AZEY, 
ALACZPIR RACK, REO, BR, BARRE. (A RORMIAK, BORMACK, NRBAR CAE. 


www.acmuller.net/con-dao/mencius.html 54/74 


5/7/24, 10:23 PM Mencius (Selections) HF 
[7A:23] Mencius said: If you properly manage the farmlands and keep the taxes light, the people will live well. If people eat according 
to the season and use commodities according to propriety, provisions will not be used up. People can't live without water and fire, so if 
someone comes knocking on the door in the evening seeking water and fire, there is no one who will not give these things, as they are 

4 16 


readily available. When the sage governs the world, he makes it so that beans and millet °° are as readily available as water and fire. 


When beans and millet are as readily available as water and fire, how can the people not be kind to each other. 


(13.24) ah A FLFR UTI, ARITA PF LAT REIS 7K, DERELACZPA RES Se. BLK A 
oi, LF, AAA, ASRS. OAC iS th, BEET, BP Za, REAR EE, 


[7A:24] Mencius said: When Confucius climbed Mt. Dong, '7 Lu looked small. When he climbed Mt. Tai, the whole world looked small. 
Hence, those who have seen the ocean have difficulty being satisfied with lesser waters; and those who have had the opportunity to have 
intercourse with a sage have difficulty being satisfied with lesser chit-chat. There is an art to observing water—you have to pay attention 
to the ripples. When the sun and moon are shining, their light will definitely penetrate the cracks. It is the character of water to be unable 
to keep flowing until it fills up the holes along the way. When the noble person sets his mind on the Way, he won't be successful unless he 


handles minor tasks !* thoroughly. 


(13.25) da FA, SENS, Ree, PEC HE, AEN Te, ASRS, HOC HE, PANETTA, 
(eal) Bil eZ Fe HH, 


[7A:25] Menctus said: “Waking up with the call of the rooster and unstintingly applying oneself to the good—this is the way of the 
followers of Shun. Waking up with the call of the rooster and unstintingly applying oneself to profit—this is the way of the followers of 


Zhi '’ Do you want to know the difference between Shun and Zhi? It is nothing other than the difference between profit and goodness.” 


(13.26) EFA, BPD OEMAIRT, AG, IRE, AMRIT, Be. FRB, BBE 
2. BURR, PE — th, PTR IMG, Bir, 


[7A:26] Mencius said, “Yang Zi 7° believed in ‘every man for himself.’ If he could have helped the whole world by plucking out a single 
hair, he would not have done it. Mo Zi 7! believed in ‘universal love.’ If he had to rub his whole body smooth in order to benefit the 
world, he would have done it. Zi Mo believes in holding to the center. Now ‘holding to the center’ comes close, but still, if you hold to 
the center, you have no adaptability, since you are just holding to one thing. What is bad about holding to one thing is that it robs from the 


Way. You hold to one, and let go of a hundred.” 
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(13.27) EFA, TMAH Hk, ROR AMA IEI, ORL, BENE OUR, JUbIR eR 
, ATER Me ZEB DR, HARA BBR. | 


U] 


[7A:27] Menctus said, “For the hungry any food is delicious and for the thirsty any drink is tasty. But the hungry and thirsty are not 
getting the true taste of the food and the drink, since their deprivation has degraded their sensitivity. How could only one's mouth and 
belly suffer from the afflictions of hunger and thirst? Peoples’ minds are also afflicted.” 

“When you are able to keep the afflictions of hunger and thirst from affecting your mental state, you need never be concerned 


about being the equal of others.” 


(13.28) HFA, PF RRUEBZBES. 


[7A:28] Mencius said, “Liuxia Hui would not change his basic purpose, even to become one of the three high ministers. 7*” 


(13.29) ThA. lA Reread. PEL ARR, PERSE. J 


[7A:29] Menctus said, “Working at a project is like digging a well. If you dig sixty feet and stop without hitting water, it is just like 


abandoning the whole well.” 


[Comment] This passage, like many others in this text, reflects Mencius' belief in the importance of making effort, and 
following through to the end. A similar point is made in the Daode jing, where Laozi points out that “people usually blow it 


just before finishing.” 


(13.30) FAL Fe, BRL Perth, B. BR. zt, eA, Goch, ARAB. He eUE AH, 


[74:30] Mencius said: “Yao and Shun [were kind and just] by nature. Tang and Wu acquired these qualities. The five hegemons 7° 


borrowed them. Since they borrowed them for a long time and did not return them, how could one know that they didn't own them?” 


(13.31) AREAL PPA, PRT AIR, BORA, EI. KAR Xie, RAR. BaZa AR 
th, OAR, RAPER, FA, AA Ay, PEG ZS AISE HH, 


[7A:31] Gong Sun Chou said, Yi Yin said, “‘I can't get along with him’ and thus exiled Tai Jia to Tong, which made the people very 
happy. When Tai Jia became good, he brought him back, and the people were again very happy. Does this mean that when worthies serve 


their people poorly as ministers, it is definitely the case that chasing them out is OK? May they indeed kick out their sovereigns in this 
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way when they are not virtuous?” Mencius said: “If one does it with the same intentions as Yi Yi, it is acceptable. Without the intentions 


of Yi Yi, it is usurpation.” 


(13.32) ARH. HAL BS, BP CEM, Mt. PA, ATER, RRA, BIR, A 
Btt.2, HIZB IMA, BRB, WAKE. 


[7A:32] Gong Sun Chou [said:] “The Odes say: ‘When it comes to eating, the noble man eats, even though he doesn't till the fields.’ 
What does this mean?” Mencius said: “When there is a noble man in the country, if the ruler properly makes use of him, there will be 
stability and wealth; he will be respected, and the country will flourish. If the youth of the country follow him, then filial children will 


have loyalty and be trustworthy. In terms of not getting a free meal, what could be greater than this?” 


[ 


(13.33) EPRI, [eS J RTA Ummm. OB OU.) xB (PER. ROPES. OE 
th, JEREZ, FESS, JEHEE, (ore, PRREE, Seeth, ECC, KA CHR. J 


[7A:33] The king's son, Tien, asked Mencius, “What does a gentleman do?” Mencius said, “He elevates his motives.” 

“What does that mean?” 

Mencius said, “To live by humaneness and fairness and nothing else. If you kill a single innocent man, you are not Humane. If 
something is not yours and you take it, you are not Just. Wherever you dwell, make it Humane; whatever course you travel, make it Just. 


Abiding in humaneness and acting through fairness—this is how the great man completes his work.” 


(13.34) cheFA. RRM Se, AZ. ERROR ZH, MAKGCMRMABEP, UK 
HK, Bek. 


[7A:34] Mencius said: “If Chen Zhong were unjustly offered the kingdom of Qi and refused it, the people would all trust him. But this 
demonstrates a sense of justice comparable to that of refusing a simple meal of rice or bean broth. There is nothing greater crime than that 
of a person abandoning his relatives, *4 or his ruler above, or subjects below. Why should we trust the greatness of a person based on 


trivial acts of goodness? ” 


(13.35) BKRERIA, ARES AG. SARORS Ee, WRAL RAZ, cA, ACME, RARER AR, AL KR 


PERE IM ABZ, KAAS Zt, FABIAN Zi, AL meee PP SSE RHE, AeA ink, TEAR Tn eR TA 
SETTER K FP 


www.acmuller.net/con-dao/mencius.html 57/74 


5/7/24, 10:23 PM Mencius (Selections) SF 
[7A:35] Tao Ying 7° asked: “When Shun was emperor and Gao Yao *° was his Minister of fairness, if the old Blind Man 7’ had killed 
someone, what would Gao Yao have done?” 


Mencius said: “He would have simply arrested him.” 


Tao Ying said: “In this case, would Shun not have stopped it?” 


Mencius said: “How could Shun have stopped it? Gao Yao had received the right to carry out the law. 7°” 
Tao Ying said: “In that case, what would Shun have done?” 


Mencius said: “Shun was a person who regarded the abandonment of the thone as equivalent to throwing away a worn-out shoe. He 
would have sneaked his father out on his back, running away to the seacoast, happily forgetting about his rulership of the realm.” 


(13.36) FA ZH, BRACES. NRA, ER BBE, Kae, KRIPREA CP A, 
EFS BH RIRS SATA, MEP GRE, FUERZA, DUR PCR. BAZAR, MPEP 
THA, WPA, Me CA. PERE. FH. 


[7A:36] When Mencius was traveling from Fan to Qi, he saw the son of the king of Qi from a distance, and sighed deeply, saying: “The 
influence of one's place on one's physical appearance is like the influence of nutrition on the body. Is not the influence of status great 
indeed? Are we all not somebody's son?” He added: “The housing, carriages, horses, and clothes of a prince are the same as those of most 
other people, yet when he uses them, he looks as he does because of his potions. How much more would this be the case of one were to 
occupy the vast spaces of the world? When the ruler of Lu went to call on Song and called out at the Diezi Gate, the guard there said 
‘This is not our ruler. How is it that his voice is so much like that of our ruler?’ This is based on nothing other than his having been in a 


similar position.” 


[Comment] The rulers of Lu and Song, having been raised in similar environments and positions of status, had similar airs, 


and thus resembled each other. 


(13.37) GTA, [Bim A2zezth, BmRK, RS zth, Awe. Marth AeA, BAK 
Aye ee), | 


[ 


[7A:37] Menctus said, “To feed someone and not love them is the same as dealing with swine. To love someone but not respect them is 


like raising domesticated animals. Now, courtesy and respect should come before the presentation of gifts. If courtesy and respect are not 
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genuine, you cannot so easily catch the heart of the Noble Man.” 


(13.38) FAL MBE. REM. HEBEAPA RAIDER. | 


[7A:38] Mencius said, “Your physical appearance is endowed by Heaven. Only after you are a sage can you be comfortable in your own 


skin.” 


(13.39) FREESE, AREA, BCR, MRR. BPA, CMH LZ, Pak CERRO. 
TACZAAM ER, EPA REE. FUG Zi ZH. AREA, Aah, AL, RRR ZT 
1, HENI— ARR, DR CEM ath. 


[7A:39] King Xuan of Qi wanted to shorten the mourning period. Gong Sun Chou asked: “Isn't it better to have a one-year period of 
mourning, rather than doing away with it entirely?” Mencius said: “This is just like someone twisting his older brother's arm, and you 
were to say to him “Gently, gently please.” Indeed, you should teach him nothing less than proper fraternal respect and filial piety.” The 
mother of a prince died, and his tutor asked on his behalf for a for a mourning period of several months. Gong Sun Chou asked: ““What 
about this kind of case?” Mencius said: “In this case, he wanted to do a full mourning period, but couldn't. So even if he could extend it 
by a day, it would be better than nothing at all. The point is, this is not the kind of case where the mourning period is not observed even 


when there are no obstacles. ” 


(13.40) ah FtA. AP CAA. ARNE, AR. AEM, AB, AA, IE 
4. BP CAB, 


[7A:40] Menctus said, “The Noble Man teaches in five general ways according to five types of students:” 
Those who are transformed by the deluge of a seasonal rain. 
Those whose virtue he develops. 
Those whose abilities he uncovers. 
Those whose questions he answers. 


Those who develop themselves by their own reflection [under his influence]. 
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The Noble Man teaches in these five ways. 


] 


(13.41) AREER, [BRI RR, BARRA, OPRAH, MERE TBR, MAH | at 
Kieth Tees, F OR SMNEIR, BEARER, Wii, Homi, wee. 


U] 


[7A:41] Gong Sun Chou said: “The Way is so lofty and exquisite, so ascending it is like reaching to the heavens. Can you not make it 
somewhat more accessible, to that people keep striving every day to reach it?” 

Mencius said, “A master carpenter does not give up using the plumb line because of a clumsy helper, and Archer Yi would never 
change his principles of bowmanship for a clumsy archer. The Noble Man pulls the bow, but does not release the arrow, 7” thus keeping 


the interaction fresh and lively. He establishes himself in the midst of the Way, and those who are able, follow him.” 


(13.42) HFA, TR PRR, Dosey, KP RIE, DSI, REDO ASH. J 


[ 


[7A:42] Mencius said, “When the Way prevails in the realm, people should use the Way to find themselves. When the Way is lost in the 


realm, people should use themselves to find the Way. I have not heard of case using the Way to seek in other people.” 


(13.43) AaB A URRRCZFEPL Hh, AEA AE. ft. | mA, TTT, BORER, PCR rel, 
BARS Ti, Pew, BARA, BRAK. | 


U] 


[7A:43] Gong Du Zi said: “When Geng Dang last came to see you, even though his approach was not improper, you would not answer 
him. May I ask why?” 
Mencius said, “One who asks presuming upon his rank, his ability, his seniority; who presumes on what I might owe him, or 


presumes on our former acquaintance, I will not answer. In Geng Dang's case two of these apply.” 


(13.44) FAL RRA EM EA, PE. RA ae, Bere, Festa, BOB 


[7A:44] Menctus said, “If you stop once when you shouldn't, you will always stop short. If you take one essential thing lightly, you will 
take everything lightly. If you advance too sharply, you will subside quickly.” 


(13.45) ah PE BP, SCR. TRH, TB, BURL, (CSE. 


[7A:45] Mencius said, “The Noble Man cares about *° creatures but does not love them as if they are people. He loves people as people, 


but not in the intimate way he loves his parents. He loves his parents intimately and is humane to people. He is human to people and 
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cares about creatures.” 


(13.46) EPA, APRA, BBC Be CARS, AHR CRB. MCRD, BIG 
1h, #8, eCPM A, ARB, KARL E ZH, MA) ZR, Meek. THB, BHR, 


[7A:46] Menctus said, “There is nothing the wise cannot understand, but they will focus on the important things. There is no one the 
Humane person cannot love, but he will focus on cultivation of intimacy with the Good. The understanding of Yao and Shun did not 
include everything, but they took care of what was important. Their humaneness did not extend to every single person, but they were 
concerned about being intimate with the Good.” 

“Those who are meticulous about the details of minor mourning for distant relatives, but who can't carry out the heavy mourning 
required for their parents, or the people who gorge down their food and swill their soup, yet ask questions about the propriety of tearing 


meat with the teeth—these are people who don't know what is important.” 


7B. Jin Xin (part two) aly F 


(14.1) m@FA, Mom, RR EH, CeURee, RATE. Mi PURMTE, REE. AREA, tT 
mt, WER ED Hi, RCT. A, BE RHE, RLS PD. eA ECT 
RE, REPT EH. 


[7B:1] Mencius said, “King Hui of Liang is the epitome of unkindness. The Humane man treats those he does not love as if he loves 
them. The inhumane man treats those he loves as if he does not love them.” 

Gong Sun Chou said, “What do you mean?” 

Mencius said, “King Hui, just for the sake of gaining more territory, trampled on his own people and sent them into battle. Even 
when they were being beaten badly, he would just send them back in again. Afraid of losing the engagement, he sent his beloved son into 


the fray, who was also killed. This is what I mean by ‘treating those one loves as if one does not love them.’” 


, FRAKAEBER, MBA, WAZ, TR. EER Pt. AARNE. 


(14.2) 


U] 


[7B:2] Mencius said, “In the Spring and Autumn period there are no just wars, simply some that are better than others. Conquest is 


always done by the stronger state over the weaker state. Peer states do not attempt to conquer each other.” 
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(14.3) mA, aa. HIRES, BRAK, ROS RMR, ARMOR K PE. UBEREME, ime 
(22 Hier H., 


[7B:3] Mencius said, “Rather than believing the Book of History in its entirety, it would be better not to have it at all. In the chapter on 
“Consummate Warfare” *! I can accept no more than two or three sections. ‘The Humane man has no rival in the world.’ If, with perfect 


humaneness he strikes down the inhumane, how could blood flow such that it carried with it the shields [of the warriors]?” *7 


(14.4) BFA, FAB, POOR, Eeeereik, KAGE. BARK, PACES. PATE, 4E4kA8, BRITT 
fr, FARA, A, Hers REC IRBN, SHA, GST A. EA, HR, BAe, JERSE, 
AAKATE ES. (EZR SIEM, SAIECH, BARK 


nt 


[7B:4] Mencius said, “There are men who say, ‘I am good at tactics’ and say ‘I am good at military strategy.’ This is a grave sin. If the 
ruler of the state loves humaneness, he will have no enemies in the realm. When [Tang] quelled the barbarians in the south, the Di tribes 
in the north were disappointed. When he quelled the barbarians in the east, the Yi in the west were disappointed, saying ‘we are left to be 
last.” When Wu attacked the Yin, he had three hundred chariots and three thousand crack troops. He said ‘Don't be afraid, be at ease: I 
will not attack the common people,’ and they all crumbled down to the ground in respect. To ‘quell’ {iE means to ‘correct’ JE. If people 


have the desire to correct themselves, what need is there of war?” 


(14.5) GFA TPE BL, BEBLA BEER, ABETE ATS. | 


[7B:5] Mencius said, “A carpenter or a carriage-maker can give someone a compass or a square, but cannot give them skills.” 


(14.6) GFA, SCARE, AR. RRP, BOR, RAE, CER, AIA. 


[7B:6] Mencius said, “When Shun was eating dried grains and grasses, it was as if he would being doing so for the rest of his life. And 
when he became emperor, and wore fine robes, played the lute, and enjoyed being attended upon by the two daughters [of Yao] it was 


like all of it had originally been his.” 


(14.7) TAL, BSMRMRAR CHM, BRAC, AIRE, BAZ Agel, PARISER Re th 
fal B. 


[7B:7] Menctus said, “From now I know the gravity of the crime of killing someone's kin. If you kill a man's father, that man will also 


kill your father. If you kill someone's elder brother, that man will also kill your elder brother. Thus, even though you do not kill them 
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yourself, you are just one remove from having done it.” 


(14.8) FAL ESR. lak, SZ, AS aR 


[7B:8] Mencius said, “In ancient times, border gates were set up to prevent violence. Nowadays they are established in order to 


perpetrate violence.” 


(14.9) mA, ARTIB, BITRE. BEAR DOR, BRETTIAZET. 


[7B:9] Mencius said, “If you don't practice the Way yourself, it will not be practiced in the family. If you don't use the Way in your 


dealings with others, you will not be able to use it in your family life.” 


(14.10) aA JAP Aa, WIP RRB, JTRS BERL. 


[7B:10] Mencius said, “If you really understand how to take advantage of things, you cannot die in a year of bad harvest. If you really 


understand virtue, you cannot be corrupted in a dissolute age.” 


(14.11) meFtA, PACA RRIF, WIR A, HRS. 


[7B:11] Mencius said, “Someone who loves fame will be able to cede a state of a thousand chariots. But if he is not [really] this sort of 


person, [the enjoyment of a mere] bowl of simple food, and a cup of bean soup will show in the countenance.” 


(14.12) HFA. Mat, BZ, Meese, BE Pal. MBC, BAA. 


[7B:12] Mencius said, “If one does not put one's trust in the kind and the worthy, then the state is like an empty shell. If it lacks propriety 


and justice, then there will be strife between those above and those below. Lacking proper governance, its assets will come up short. ” 


(14.13) ETAL ACT E, ASR POMGRE. RAH. 


[7B:13] Mencius said, “There are cases of evil men possessing a kingdom, but there has never been a case where an evil man got 


possession of the whole realm.” 


(14.14) ahtA. Ris, tik, A, 2k, PP ERMBKA. ERP RR, BERR KE, 
an PRI ALA, HUSE, PERAK, SRREER, ASIDE, ZA Ror iot, BIEL, 


im 
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[7B:14] Mencius said, “The common people are the most valuable; next are the national altars of the soil and grain; the ruler is 
insignificant. Therefore, he who can gain the hearts of the common people will be the son of heaven, and he who has the confidence of 
the Son of Heaven becomes a feudal lord; he who has the confidence of the feudal lords becomes a grandmaster. When the feudal lords 
endanger the national altars, they are replaced. When the sacrificial animals are prime, and the sacrificial grain is purified, and the 


sacrifice is carried out in a timely fashion, but yet there are droughts and floods, then the national altars are replaced. ” 


(14.15) FAL. BAY Stith, (AR, Pet, AMAR Ze MARE. fA IAS, I PZ 
mle, HRA, MR, BPatck, Alba. Behe, FARBER LEE, 


[7B:15] Mencius said, “The Sage is a teacher of one hundred generations. For example, Bo Yi and Hui Liu Xia. When people hear of the 
ways of Bo Yi, the obstinate become easy to get along with and the spineless arouse determination. When they hear of the ways of Hui 
Liu Xia, shallow people become warm and the narrow-minded become wide-open. ** They have encouraged people for the last one 
hundred generations and those of the next hundred generations who hear of them will certainly be aroused. Could they have such an 


effect if they were not sages? And can you imagine the amount of influence they had on those closely associated with them?” 


(14.16) Gera, eiae, At. Ame z, ith. 


[7B:16] Mencius said: “Ren means ‘humanity.’ The harmonious combination of the two is called the Way.” 


(14.17) PA, FIP ZR. AL Bh. KN ZH AA, Rey, BAEZ. 


[7B:17] Mencius said: “When Confucius left Lu, he said ‘I am leaving.’ This is the way to leave one's homeland. When he left Qi, he 


took up the washed rice and departed. This is the way to leave another country.” 


(14.18) BAL AF ZR, BZ, BE PAH, 


[7B:18] Mencius said: “When the noble man was in trouble in Chen and Cai, there was no interaction between superiors and inferiors.” 


(14.19) SAL TEKTERO, PA, Mt, EMS, RB. SDAA, TARE). FL Pt, RERY 
Wilh, JR7SREWKA], SCHE tH, 


[7B:19] Mo Qi said: “I am not a good speaker.” Mencius said, “There is no harm in that. The scholars loathe loquaciousness. When the 


» 34 


Odes say: ‘I suffer, I am troubled, being loathed by petty men,’ ~” that is Confucius. “He did not willfully remove their grudges, but he 
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also did not damage himself.” *° This was King Wen.” 


(14.20) ah Al, BR DISLHAAA, BEAHBHR, GOSS, BE AHH, 


[7B:20] Mencius said, “The worthies made people clear with their own clarity. Nowadays people try to make others clear through their 


ignorance.” 


(14.21) mani A, WSR, SPA ZR. PSA, Bue 2E ZR, GHP IDR. 


[7B:21] Mencius said to [his disciple] Gao, “If mountain trails are well used, then they will become like roads. But if they are not used 


for a while, they become overgrown with weeds. Now weeds are overgrowing in your mind.” 


(14.22) maT A,. Bae, Ee AL MSZ. A. Dobe. A, eRe, WC, RH 


7NO 


[7B:22] “The music of Yu surpassed the music of King Wen.” Mencius said, “Why do you say that?” Gao said, “Because [the cord of the 


bell] is worn through.” Mencius said, “Is this sufficient evidence? Were the ruts in the entrance to the city made by a single carriage?” 


(14.23) FEAR, BREBAL BOA EDLC RS EE, ARATE, PAL Rt, BAe, SEHR, 
Ase, AE, AeA, FEA, ROC, Bee, em, eee PE, Re. RRS 
ay 

RiZo 


[7B:23] There was a famine in Qi, and Chen Zhen said, “All the people thought that you were going to reopen the granaries, but perhaps 
that won't happen?” Mencius said, “Then I would be like Feng Fu. There was a man from Jin named Feng Fu, who was good at wrestling 
with tigers, and who in the end became a gentleman. It happened that out in the countryside there was a group of people chasing a tiger, 
which they had cornered in a nook in the mountains, with no one daring to get any closer. In the distance they saw Feng Fu, and rushed 
out to greet him. Feng Fu got down from his carriage and rolled up his sleeves. The crowd was delighted, but the gentlemen in the crowd 


found it comical. ” 


(14.24) HFA, FORO, Aco ath, ERR, BLL, DZ eH. Ret, Ae, A 
TRAVEL, (MCE, SOREL, Met, BL, BAC, th, ATE. 
76 iM th 
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[7B:24] Mencius said, ““The enjoyment by the tongue of flavor, the enjoyment by the eye of color, the enjoyment by the ear of music, the 
enjoyment by the nose of perfumes, and the enjoyment by the body of comfort, are natural and endowed by Heaven. But the Noble Man 
doesn't regard these as his innermost nature.” 
The experience of love between parents and children, the practice of fairness between ruler and minister, the observance of proper 
manners between host and guest, the possession of the wisdom for discerning goodness, and the sage's intimacy with the Way are 


endowed and natural, but the Noble Man doesn't consider them as his endowments. 


(14.25) (EERERHIAL SSIES. (TA, cA, At, fa Ath, (ee, fafa. AL aie. At 
CZinfa, HNMR WHMICAK, AMZ Zi, BMRA ae, SIE, 24 ors 
th, 


H Ti 


[7B:25] Haoshang Buhai asked, “What kind of man is Yo Zheng Zi?” 

Mencius said, “He is good, and he is trustworthy.” 

“What do you mean by ‘good,’ and what do you mean by ‘trustworthy’?” 

‘““A man that people like to be with is good. A man who keeps this goodness in himself is trustworthy. One who fully develops his 
goodness is called ‘excellent.’ One whose full development of goodness shines forth is called ‘great.’ One whose greatness transforms 
others is called a sage. A sage who is unfathomable is called ‘transcendent.’ Yo Zheng fits in the first two levels, but is not up to the last 


four.” 


(14.26) GhFA, viene, uit. Hi, MS ZMAR, Schl, ae, MEK, B 
Ye, RETNA Zo 


[7B:26] Mencius said, “Those who leave the Mohist school usually go to the school of Yang. Those who leave the Yang school usually 
come to us.” 
“Tf they come, they should be received without hesitation. Those who participate in the current Yang-Mo debate are like someone 


chasing a stray pig and after it is in the pen, tying it up.” 


[Comment] Anyone who has worked on a farm and has had to get a hold of a stray pig and then try to tie it, can appreciate 


Mencius' simile. 


www.acmuller.net/con-dao/mencius.html 66/74 


5/7/24, 10:23 PM 


(14.27) aT 
aE O° 


Ue 


Mencius (Selections) = 
. AAREZTE, FOR ZIE, AKZIE, APA 


ie, FAR IM PR, ARS At 


[ 


[7B:27] Mencius said, “There is tax by hemp and silk; there is tax by grain; and there is tax by manpower. The smart ruler will just use 
torn apart.” 


(14. 28) tat 


one and let go of the other two. If you use two of these, there will be starvation among the people; if you use all three, families will be 
=e 


me, EHH, AR, Bes, BREA, PRR, 


[7B:28]Mencius said, “The feudal lords treasure three things: land, the people, and the government. Those who treasure pearls and jade 
invite disaster on themselves.” 


(14.29) ataER ee, ait 
| 
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Al. JER, Ath. A 
AA. RAP ZAK, Al Be TT Ee 


Wore WAL, PALATE 


A. RAAT a Boe 
[7B:29]Ban Chang Guo obtained an official position in Qi. Mencius said: “Ban Chang Guo—he's finished!” 


yu 
AX o 


A Seis Ath 


Ban Chang Guo did indeed meet his death in Qi, so the disciples asked Mencius, “How did you know he would meet his demise?” 
get himself killed, and that's it.” 


Mencius said: “He was a man of little ability who had not learned of the great Way of the Noble Man. Thus, he knew enough to 


(14.30) ch ZRR, MER Ek . ASRBIA LE, BOR ZOE. BURL 
BR BL, 


A. Ae PREZ EHH. 
A. Faget, RP ZR, FA BIE, RATE, WIDE DS 
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eM 
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ha 8 
When Mencius stayed in Teng, he took lodging in the upper palace. A worker placed his sandals on the window sill, and when a 


’ Y 5c iL. fi = RR, 
member of the hotel staff look for them he couldn't find them. Someone asked [Mencius], saying “Perhaps one of your followers is 


not chase after those who leave, and do not refuse any who come. If they come to you in full sincerity, you accept them as they are. 
(14.31) aif Ay 


hiding them.” Mencius said, “Do you think we came here to steal sandals?” He said “Perhaps not? In your system of instruction, you do 


» 36 
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[7B:31] Mencius said, “All people have something that they cannot bear to see. The effect that this brings on what they can bear is 
humaneness. All people have something that they will not do. The effect that this has on what they will do is fairness. When people fully 
develop a mind lacking a desire to harm others, then their humaneness is beyond the point of ever being overcome. If they are able to 
fully develop the kind of mind in which theft is inconceivable, then their fairness is beyond the point of ever being overcome. When a 
man can fully develop his dislike for being addressed, “Hey, you,” there is no place he will go and not be Just. When the gentleman 
should not speak, but does, this is deception through speech. When he should speak, but doesn't, this is deception by silence. Both can be 


considered as thievery.” 


[ 


(14.32) chFA. Surf e Hh, SPR, BR, AP Ze, RPM. APT, 
STIR, JG IEMA AZ mM, BORDA, THAT a EER. 


[7B:32] Mencius said, “Down-to-earth speech, which has far-reaching meaning is good speech. To preserve the essentials yet learn 
extensively—this is the good way. The words of the Noble Man are not hidden, yet the Way is contained in them. The Noble Man 
concentrates on the cultivation of his own character. The common error of people is that they forget about their own garden and try to 


cultivate gardens of others. They expect much from others and little from themselves.” 


(14.33) ti tAL 2, oe, Meath, B BR ez. HATER, Re cBh. Reem, JERE. 
REVS ARE], JELIF ie, See. JELUIE7TH. APTA MR, 


[7B:33] Mencius said, ““What Yao and Shun had it by nature, Tang and Wu returned to it. When your every action and expression are 
circumscribed by propriety, your virtue will be overflowing.” 

Grief at funeral ceremonies is not for the purpose of the living. Holding to virtue unswervingly is not for the purpose of reward 
from a higher office. Speech that is truly sincere is not so in order to be called “right behavior.” The Noble Man acts according to the 


pattern of the world in await his destiny. That's all he does. 


(14.34) ah AL BRIAR. DEBRA, BEB), BOON, Ee R Sth, SEATON, PRET 
Ko BAREIS th. AN, GN TIL, CHT, RED, HOR, HRP, RE, obs 
Hilt, ATR Rak. 


[7B:34] Mencius said, “When speaking to an important person, you should look on him with a degree of contempt and not be taken in by 


his lofty status. Their halls are several meters in height with rafters protruding several feet. If | achieved my aims, I would not do this. 
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Food laid out in front with several hundred concubines; if I achieved my aims I would not do this. Indulging in pleasure and drinking 
wine, hunting in the fields with a retinue of a thousand carriages. If I achieved my aims, I would not do this. All the things they do, I 


would not do. What I do is follow the system of the ancients. Why should I be afraid of them? ” 


(14.35) GFA, BED SERIA, FS AK, HEATER RR, HIS ABR, MATER. 


[7B:35] Mencius said, “For nourishing the mind, there is nothing better than lessening desire. If you have few desires, even if there are 


things you don't have, they will seem few. If you have many desires, even if you attain them, they will seem few.” 


(14.36) SESH, MS RERR. APIA, KER. PAL Kak, APA, ARIES 
(is Scie KM ARB AER, AL IMR ATTA, ERAT, ae RN aeeE, WERT IRL, 4 Ara 


[7B:36]Zeng Xi enjoyed jujubes, but his son, Zeng Zi could not stand them. Gongsun Chou asked: “Which is tastier, cooked meat or 
juyubes?” Mencius said: “Cooked meat!” Gongsun Chou asked, “In that case, why did Zeng Zi [while mourning his father's death] eat 
cooked meat rather than jujubes?” Mencius said, “Cooked meat is something that everyone eats, whereas jujubes are something that is 
only the particular choice of certain people. The reason personal names are made taboo, but surnames are not, is because surnames are so 


common.” 


(14.37) BEA, FLERE, mee, GCE. HERR, REE. FLFR, EE IEE, tht 
A FLPMA, FEE, Ath, FL, RS, EK 
1, 


[7B:37] Wan Zhang asked: ““When Confucius was staying in Chan and said ‘Let me return home, my students are ardent *’ and impatient 
—they go and get what they want. I cannot forget that they are beginners.’ Now, what made Confucius worry about his ardent students in 
Lu?” 

Mencius said, “When Confucius could not get a hold of students who followed the Middle Way, he had no recourse but to select 
from the ardent and the prudent. The ardent will go and get what they want. The prudent can limit themselves. Of course Confucius 


wanted students who could follow the Middle Way, but not necessarily being able to find such people, he had to think of his next option.” 


FECTAL(PTROST ATES, lL RUG, BO FL ZATPFER, MI CIE, AL ABBR, A, 
A, HA, RAAT IMMER A, TERR. GRAZ EMS. EIR, eK. ALF 
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“May I venture to ask who he was thinking of when he said ‘ardent’?” 
“Men like Qin Zhang, Zang Xi and Mu Bei.” 


“Why did he call them ‘ardent’?” 
“With grandiose aspirations they would say ‘The ancients did this, the ancients did that.’ Boldly planning their actions, they often 


couldn't make good on them. Now, if the daring cannot be gotten hold of, then Confucius would try to find those scholars who would not 


let themselves be defiled. These are the prudent, who are next best.” 
Chang asked, “Confucius said: ‘When someone passes by my gate and does not enter, the only time I don't regret it is when it is a 


“conventional townsman.” These conventional townsmen are thieves of virtue.” What sort of people were these, that he called 


‘conventional townsmen’?” 


an ag Ae = AREA. 77ARS. RIAL WZAL PZA. TR ee ZED, BH, 
Urayse, RayAWe eth ae, th, EA, OER, EATER A. FLO Ak fate, 


Mencius said, “[They criticize the ardent], saying ‘How can they be so grandiose such that their words do not reflect their actions 


and actions do not reflect their words, and how can they justify themselves with ‘the ancients did this, and the ancients did that. 


“(And they criticize the prudent], saying, ‘How can they be so aloof and cold? We are all born in this world, so we should be part 


of it. Being good here and now is sufficient.’ They obsequiously flatter their contemporaries. These are the so-called ‘conventional 


townsmen.’” 
Wan Chang said, “The whole town calls them ‘acceptable men’—there is no place where they can go where they will not be 


regarded as ‘acceptable men.’ Why did Confucius call them ‘thieves of virtue’?” 


A 7c, RR, Tate. GAS tt. eM. TR. RZ. Ae, MARAT 
BASE. FEB, MATE ZH. FLEA, BOR, meee th, LR, AA RL fi 
1h, ARR RLER HL, RL AR, CEL, AEM ER, MIE, BUR ECB, ARCH 
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Mencius answered: “If you want to blame them for something, there is nothing in particular that you can blame them for. If you 


wo 


=r 
a 
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want to correct them, there is nothing in particular that you can correct them for. They follow the current customs and consent to the vices 
of the age. They seem to abide in loyalty and honesty, and their actions seem pure. Everyone follows them and because people follow 


them, people become incapable of entering the Way of Yao and Shun. Thus, they are called ‘thieves of virtue. 
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“Confucius said, ‘I don't like things that are not what they appear to be. I don't like tares (grain weeds) because they can be 
confused with real grain. I don't like eloquence, because it can be confused with fairness. I don't like sharpness of tongue, because it 
might be confused with honesty. I don't like the music of Chang, because it might be confused with good music. I don't like purple, 
because it might be confused with vermilion and I don't like conventional townsmen, because they might be confused with the virtuous.’” 
“The Noble Man returns to the constant and nothing more. Once the constant is properly apprehended, the people will be 


awakened. Once they are awakened, there will be no more of their evil.” 


(14.38) EFA, SE, FEIN, AOR. AR, AM, AULT, Bh, RUBIN, ABER HSC 
£, EAA. HO FR, AULT, HOE, SURAT, CERI, EA APRBL, OKA 
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[7B:38] Mencius said, “From Yao and Shun up to Tang, it was more than five hundred years. In the case of Yu and Gao Yao, they knew 
the ways [of these ancient sages] by directly seeing them. In the case of Tang, he knew their ways by hearing about them. From the time 
of Tang up to King Wen, it was more than five hundred years. In the case of Yi Yin and Lai Zhu, they knew the ways of Tang by directly 
seeing him. In the case of King Wen, he knew by hearing of him. From the time of King Wen to Confucius, more than five hundred years 
passed. In the case of Taigong Wang and San Yisheng, they know King Wen's ways by seeing him. In the case of Confucius, he knew his 
ways by hearing of him. From the time of Confucius up to the present, it has been more than one hundred years. The time since the 
departure of the sage is not long, and the place where the sage lived is quite near. However, since there is no one who understands his 


Way, how can there be anyone who apprehends it?” 


Notes 


1. The title shih is translated into English with such terms as “elite”, “knight”, “scholar,” etc. While the shih of later Chinese history is more definitely a 
scholar than a knight, in the Analects, what Confucius is referring to is a level of spiritual/moral development, as well as academic and martial 
cultivation which is clearly above that of the average person. Thus, we can understand the shih to be a person who is well on the way toward becoming a 
“Noble Man,” (#-4-) but is not quite there yet. 


2. According to Zhuxi's commentary, “Sun” refers to King Jie of Xia 3246. Jie had said of himself:“My living in this world can be 
compared to the sun being in the sky. Iwon't die until the Sun disappears.” His subjects resented his tyranny so much that they 


quoted his words and said,“When will this sun disappear?lam willing todie with it, if my death makes it disappear.” 
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Their words show how badly they wanted himto want him to dic. #BABS, BRBAF, WAZA, ALSICE. RHE, MARE 
SmB2Z4, kA aia? AC HRS ZAC, SRAC ZMH. [Note provided by Ji Eun Kang] 


3. He-nei and He-dong were neighboring regions separated by a large river. 
4, 426 means “tanned people”—thus, people who are out in the sunshine; regular people, common people, like /REX. 


5. Two somewhat infamous rulers of the 7th century BCE. 


6. King Wen of Western Zhou &J&] (c.1050 BCE) , given name Chang &. Son of Wang Xi +4 and the father of King Wu £X-E. He laid the 
foundations for his son to defeat Yin i and become the feudal king of China. Later considered as one of the sage kings of antiquity as a founder of one 


of the Sandai =X dynasties along with kings Yu -& and Tang %. He was also called Western Hegemon P4{H after King Zhou i! of Yin appointed him 
to the position. 


7. Yin is the first reign title of the Shang 2 dynasty. Established by King Tang #-F. when he defeated Jie 4£-F. of the Xia 2. The first dynasty to be 
centered in the delta of the Yellow river #43]. Established the capital at Bo “&. Gave way to the Zhou led by King Wu £X-E who defeated King Zhou it 
-E (around BCE 1030). 


8. Wu Ding (c. 14th century BCE) was a legendary founder and wise ruler of the Shang ij dynasty. His surname was Cheng fk, personal name Wu 


Ding, called Gaozong jmia< by later generations. He was the son of Xiao Yi /J\Z, the younger brother of Pan Geng #5. He is said to have duly valued 


worthy officials during his 59-year reign. 
9. Lit. a “large hoe.” 


10. D.C. Lau and Irene Bloom take this phrase as “It is easy to provide food for the hungry and drink for the thirsty.” But it seems to me that James 
Legge's “The hungry readily partake of any food, and the thirsty of any drink” expresses a deeper understanding, in that when people are suffering 


deeply, it does not take so much to make them feel a little better. 


11. This statement by Mencius bears resemblance to that made by Confucius: “At forty, I was unperturbed.” PU-}-ifi 2X 


12. The Chinese ideograph qi originally means “air,” especially breath. Through Mencius' usage, and the usage of later Daoists, martial artists and the 
Neo-Confucian school, its meaning becomes quite enhanced. Here gi, as breath, is understood as the vital connection between body and mind. It is the 
life-force which animates the body to greater or lesser degrees, depending upon its cultivation toward the vigor and vitality of the individual. In the 
terms with which Mencius describes it, gi can be compared to the prana of Indian yogic systems, which can be cultivated through breath control and 
various other yogic practices. One of the most relevant points that Mencius makes in regard to the cultivation of qi, is that this cultivation is dependent, 
more than anything else, on the uninterrupted practice of fairness. 
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13. From the Book of Odes, 231. This verse is from a story about a small bird who is being harassed by an owl, and who used a moment of respite to 


provide some self-protection. 

14. A legendary famous cook in ancient China. 

15. Both trees produce high-quality timber. Van Norden renders this as “mahogany.” 
16. Staple foods. 

17. A mountain in the state of Lu. 


18. Other translators tend to take AXH as “achieving a beautiful pattern.” But what would that mean? I take # to refer to individual items, such as the 
chapters and sections of a book. If you don't want to pay attention to details, your projects won't be carried out properly. 


19. The name of a notorious gangster from Lii, named Brigand Zhi (iif. Subsequently becomes used as a reference to robbers or robbery. 
20. A noted Chinese Warring States philosopher. 


21. Mozi; personal name Modi #42. Chinese philosopher of the warring states period who espoused a doctrine of universal love. He thus opposed war. 
His school developed a sizeable following during the former Han #iij/, but would later be suppressed when Confucianism became the official state 


doctrine. 


22. The “Three Princes” or three important ministers to the Emperor. During the Zhou period, these were the Taishi AFifl, Taifu A/#, and Taibao AR. 


23. The five hegemons — the five successive leaders of alliances of states in the Spring and Autumn #* period: Duke Huan of Qi ###H74, Duke Xiang 
of Song X3E24, Duke Wen of Jin #3¢A, Duke Mu of Qin 48£8/A, and Duke Zhuang of Chu ###£=E. Mencius criticized them, but still gave them 


credit for having preserved a degree of order. 


24. As Chen Zhong is said to have done. 
25. A disciple of Mencius, of whom little else is known. 


26. A legendary ancient worthy, a minister to Emperor Shun who studied legal principles, and created a system of just laws and punishments. He also 


established a prison and became its first warden. 


27. Gu Sou was the father of Shun, who was blind, but the word [ also means “blind,” so there is a play on words here, wherein the question could 


be taken in the sense of the adjustment of the punishment for a blind person, and for one' father, as well as the combination of the two. 
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28. The Chinese text KA PITS Z tH is terse here, and could also be interpreted as “[Gu Sou] was deserving of some punishment.” The overall point, 


however, remains the same. 
29. Le., he leads the student along without giving away the whole thing. 


30. Both Lau and Van Norden render ® as “sparing,” rather than as “kind,” “caring” etc. This would seem to miss the point slightly, if we are taking 
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these as gradations of concern for others. I agree with Legge and Bloom, who understand this to mean something like “kindness,” “caring,” etc. 
31. The title of the third book in the fifth part of the Shu Jing. 


32. Irene Bloom, following Legge, translates # as “‘pestles of mortars”—whatever that may mean. Van Norden renders with “threshing sticks,” but it 
seems that D. C. Lau shows more awareness of the circumstances of bloody warfare when he translates as “staves.” There is another interpretive 
tradition, which makes the most sense to us, that takes # in its sense of “shield” #—the most likely thing to be “floating” in the rivers of the blood of 


wat. 
33. Bo Yi fled from the tyrant Zhou but returned to serve King Wen. Liu Xia Hui was a statesman of Lu, famous for his integrity (Analects 18:2). 
34. Ode 26. 


35. Ode 237. 


36. An interesting, and somewhat problematic passage, for which there are two general traditions of interpretation. Legge, Bloom, and others take £7 


7SiE as “you do not investigate into your student's past,” implying that Mencius indiscriminately takes on students, even if, for example, they may have 
a criminal record. D.C. Lau, Van Norden (following Zhuxi) and others read it the way I have rendered, apparently taking into full account the obvious 
parallel structure, as well as the attitude toward instruction expressed by Mencius elsewhere in the text. Remembering that this story is being recounted 
by Mencius himself, it seems that he is happily accepting the criticism from the inn's staff member as an affirmation of his fair method of teaching. 


37. Wan Zhang is referring to the story in Analects 5:21. For a discussion of the term “ardent” (guang), see the comment to Analects 13:21. 
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